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Bank backtrack 


A high street bank has caved in 
to pressure from local commu- 
nity and disability groups and 
agreed to re-staff an automated 
branch in Reading. 

As part of a pilot project in 
the Reading area, Lloyds TSB 
replaced staff with automatic 
teller machines in the Theale 
branch in March. It claimed 
fewer customers meant the 
branch was no longer viable. 

Protestors, including the 
Campaign for Community 
Banking Services (CCBS), 
argued that many disabled peo- 
ple would not be able to use the 
machines or travel to another 
branch. The bank has now 
agreed to reintroduce staff at 
Theale and other Reading 
branches. 

Kirsty Clay, a spokeswoman 
for Lloyds TSB, said: “We are 
concerned about customers 
with disabilities and we are 
going to put cashiers back in 
three branches.” 

Brian Lamb, head of public 
affairs at CCBS member Scope, 
said: “Disabled people’s inde- 
pendence was being threatened 
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here. Some people may require 
assistance from staff to help 
sign cheques and some may not 
be able to use cash machines 
due to visual impairment.” 

The case wider 
concerns about the impact of 
the increasing trend towards 
new systems such as telephone 
and internet banking. A 
1998/99 survey by market 
research group NOP showed 
that only 13 per cent of people 
over 16 have access to the inter- 
net at home via a personal 
computer. Estimates for dis- 
abled people are even lower, 
according to Andy Clarke, a 
consultant at AbilityNet, a 
charity which trains disabled 
people to use computer 
technology. 

“Before you can do internet 
banking you need a computer, 
and many disabled people can’t 
afford it,” Mr Clarke told DN. 
“If you remove traditional 
banking methods you are 
potentially disadvantaging dis- 
abled people. If you take away 
one thing, you have to replace it 
with something better.” 
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Are comfort and 
posture support your 
main expectations from 


a wheelchair? 


We have wide expertise 
meeting specialist seating 
needs, using a range of 
branded comfort chairs and 


in house resources. 


Call Simon today for 
free advice and home 


assessments. 


@0115 
911 0316 
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FEDERATION OF DEAT 


Sign of the times: young and old joined a London march calling for British Sign Language to be given 


official recognition. The protest was organised by the Federation of Deaf People in June. 


MARION BULL 


Killing concerns 


Charities are once again demanding better care for mentally ill people after a 


paranoid schizophrenic man was jailed for stabbing a social worker to death. 


An Old Bailey court found 
Anthony Joseph, 27, guilty of 
manslaughter on 13 July and 
sent him to prison indefinitely. 
Mr Joseph, who believed he 
was the son of God, stabbed 
Jenny Morrison, 51, more than 
100 times in a frenzied attack 
last November. 

It emerged that Mr Joseph’s 
condition had not been consid- 
ered serious enough for a risk 
assessment, even though he had 
held a knife to his mother’s 
throat. Staff at the London 
hostel where he was living at 
the time of the stabbing were 
aware he had not been taking 
his medicine but were unable to 


act. Under present legislation 
enforced medication is illegal. 


Cliff Prior, chief executive of 


the National Schizophrenia 
Fellowship (NSF), said: “Proper 
risk assessments, medication 
monitoring and communica- 
tion between different health 
and social services agencies are 
needed to support mental 
health workers and to give peo- 
ple the best chance to overcome 
the terror induced by illness.” 
The Government is consider- 
ing whether to force patients in 
the community to take their 
medication, as part of a review 
of the 1983 Mental Health Act. 
An expert committee was due 


to report to ministers on the 
matter as DN went to press. 
Margaret Pedler, head of 
policy development at the 
“We need 
risk 


assessment procedures but not 


charity Mind, said: 
vast improvements to 


compulsory medical treatment 
that will not work.” 

The NSF has launched a 
petition* which calls for every- 
one with a severe mental health 
problem to have the right to 
prompt and up-to-date health 
care. The Better Act Now! peti- 
tion will be handed in to the 
Government on World Mental 
Health Day in October. 

*Tel: 0171-330 9108. 


Election access 


The Government is considering 
electoral reforms to make 
voting easier for disabled 
people. Proposals include 
supermarket voting, large-print 
ballot slips, mobile polling 
booths and better access to 
existing polling stations. 

The ideas come from the 
Working Party on Electoral 


Procedures led by Home Office 
Minister George Howarth. 
Findings were shown to Home 
Secretary Jack Straw in July. 

Mr Howarth said: "Work is 
well under way to improve 
facilities for disabled voters." 

The new schemes may be 
ready for Londoners’ mayoral 
vote next May. 


Stop press 


Testing of employees for 
genetic diseases should be per- 
mitted on a limited scale, 
Government advisors have said. 

The 


Advisory 


Human Genetics 
Commission said 
employers should be allowed to 
test if a condition could put 
people at risk in the workplace 
would not be 


but tests 


obligatory. 


2News 


New doctors’ guidelines mean 
that disabled people could be 
starved or dehydrated to death. 

The British Medical 
Association guidelines pub- 
lished in June give doctors the 
power to withdraw or withhold 
food, water or treatment from 
patients who are terminally ill 
or in a persistent vegetative 


nigh on impossible. 
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New ‘death ethic 


state. Withdrawing or 
Withholding Life-Prolonging 
Treatment* advises doctors not 
to prolong life at all costs and 
to consider patients’ quality of 
life after treatment. 

Richard Wood, chief execu- 
tive of the British Council of 
Disabled People, said: “Doctors 
have no right to make that kind 


i he car gives us all freedom. The power to go where we choose, when we choose. It 
gives us independence and of course it gives us mobility. For wheelchair users though 


just getting in and out of an average four door saloon is not only difficult, it is sometimes 


Gowrings Mobility has been building high quality Chairman car conversions for over 30 years so 
we understand the value of mobility. But don’t just take our word for it, you can see what Mr T C 
Reason of West Glamorgan had to say: 


of decision over people’s lives.” 

e Farmer William Grant is 
appealing to the Scottish Court 
of Session to let his wife die. 
Lynn Grant, 34, was brain 
damaged during labour three 
years ago and is in an Inverness 
hospital. 

*£9.95, tel: 0171-383 6244. 


“Its given not only me the freedom to go 


_ Incapacity 


J | Benefit changes delayed 


changes to 
benefit and 
disability living allowance 
(DLA) are now unlikely to 
become law until next autumn. 

The Welfare Reform and 
Pensions Bill, which includes 
unpopular changes to incapaci- 
ty benefit and DLA, is not 
likely to have got through 
parliament before the summer 
recess at the end of July. 


Controversial 


anywhere, but also my whole family benefit. 
No more lifting me and my wheelchair. It 
makes life what it should be -— hassle free.” 


Mr T. C. REASON, W. GLam (CHAIRMAN EXPERT) 


‘To find out how you can experience the pleasures of easy motoring call the Freephone number 
below for your free full colour Chairman information pack, or if you prefer complete the coupon. 
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Kate Adams of protes 
group Incapacity Actio 
welcomed the delay to the Bill. 

“It gives us more time t 
organise ourselves. We’re hop 
ing to get many more group 
down to parliament to protes 
when the Bill comes back in th 
autumn,” she said. 

The proposed benefi 
changes sparked a massiv 
backbench rebellion in May. ~ 


Access guid 


The Government has published 
a guide to providing access, 
The Code of Practice to thé 
1995 Disability Discriminatio 
Act* is aimed at providers of 
goods and services. It coverg 
existing obligations and 
additional duties from October, 
*Free on www.disability.gov.uk) 


New appointment | 
: 


Minister for Disabled People 
Margaret Hodge has appoint 
Sue Maynard Campbell, direc: 
tor of Equal Ability, as chair 
of the Advisory Committee 
for Disabled People in 


Employment and Training. 
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h the American-themed Independence Festival 


in July. Run by disability groups and the council, the festival celebrated the lives of disabled people. 


Bus access trauma 


A 55-year-old Southport man 
almost missed a day trip to 
Wales when he was not allowed 
on to his local bus. 

Wheelchair user Bill Johnson 
was forbidden to board the 
“kneeling” Southport and 
District bus in June, even 
hough it was not crowded and 
he wheelchair was foldable. 

A spokesperson from MTL 
North, which owns Southport 
and District Buses, said the dri- 
ver thought the bus was full 


and was following safety rules. 
All new buses will have to be 
accessible to wheelchairs when 
another section of the 
Disability Discrimination Act is 
implemented in October. 
e Low-floor buses increase 
Passengers, says a survey pub- 
lished by the Department of the 
Environment, Transport and 
the Regions in July. The study 
of buses in Cornwall showed a 
15 per cent rise in passenger 
numbers in the first year. 


Bill will cut legal aid 


Legal aid for many personal 
njury claims will not be 
wailable under the new Access 
0 Justice Bill. 

A Legal Services Commision 
will replace the Legal Aid 
3oard, and aid will only be 
ziven in cases of public interest 
dr where there are high 
nvestigative costs. 

Samantha Fothergill, legal 
idvisor at the’ Royal 
Association for Disability and 


Rehabilitation, said: “We’re 
extremely concerned about the 
impact on disabled people’s 
ability to take cases to court.” 

A spokesman for the Lord 
Chancellor’s Office said: “This 
is not a cut but a reallocation 
of resources. Personal injury 
cases lend themselves to a ‘no 
win, no fee’ system.” 

The Bill was due to complete 
its passage through parliament 
as DN went to press. 
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‘Sin’ scientist 
explains all 


A top reproduction scientist 
has tried to explain himself 
after reports that he said it 
would be a “sin” for parents to 
give birth to children with 
genetic defects in the future. 

Professor Bob Edwards, who 
helped produce Britain’s first 
test-tube baby, was explaining 
remarks made in July. ; 

While he admitted he might 
have used the word “sin”, he 
said he didn’t mean it in a reli- 
gious sense or that society 
would pressure parents to avoid 
having such children. 

He said he meant that, in 
future, people with suspected 
genetic problems could use 
test-tube technology to have 
babies, and have the embryo 
screened before implantation. 

“People could avoid abor- 
tions and go to the very early 
stages of development,” he said. 

But Anne Rae of the British 
Council of Disabled People’s 
international genetics group, 
said: “All this feeds into a view 
that disabled people are too 
expensive and not welcome.” 


BaKkare 


Pot luck 


A man with 
rheumatism 
walked free 
from court in 
July after the 
judge ruled 
that cannabis 
found in his 
possession was to reduce pain. 

Albert James admitted 
possessing the drug after police 
raided his home in London last 
year. Judge Simon Goldstein 
gave Mr James a three-year 
conditional discharge. 

Clare Hodges, director of 
the pressure group Alliance 
for Cannabis Therapeutics, 
welcomed the decision but said: 
“It is no solace for people who 
do not get discharged.” 

Meanwhile, the Scottish 
Public Health Committee of 


the British Medical Association 
(BMA) has narrowly failed to 
change BMA policy to support 
legalising raw cannabis for 
medicinal purposes. 

The BMA already supports 
legalisation of chemicals 
derived from cannabis, but in 
July the motion on 
cannabis was beaten by 125 
votes to 116. 

Chair of the committee 
George Venters said: “People 
are being denied some- 
thing that will give them 
symptomatic relief. I think 
ultimately people will realise 
the inadequacies of the law.” 

Ms Hodges said: “This 
shows widespread recognition 
that thousands of disabled 
people are using cannabis now 
to very good effect.” 


raw 


Civil service jobs push 


The Government has plans to 
get more disabled people into 
the civil service after a report 
found huge under-representa- 
tion of minority groups. 

The Schneider-Ross report, 
commissioned by the 
Government and published in 
July, looked at the experiences 
of disabled people, ethnic 
minorities and women in the 
civil and made 
recommendations to improve 
representation of these groups. 

Cabinet Office statistics 
show that the civil service 


service, 


employed 19,254 disabled 
people (4 per cent of the total 
staff) in 1998. Of these only 55 
were senior-ranking. 

Dr Jack Cunningham, 
Minister for the Cabinet Office, 
responded to the findings by 
announcing a set of measures 
including open days, mentoring 
schemes and bursaries. 

He. said: “We need to 
redouble our efforts. The 
report describes a situation 
that is unacceptable to the 
Government. We need to do 
much better.” 


AMAZING NEW PRICEGUIDE EXPOSES 
HUGE PRICE DIFFERENCES. 


ARE YOU ABOUT TO PAY 
FAR TOO MUCH FOR A 
MOBILITY PRODUCT ? 


“No-one should even 
consider buying a mobility 
product until they 
have read this remarkably 
revealing report and have 
compared our prices” 


You could end up saving 
hundreds of pounds on 
Scooters, Powerchairs, 
Bathlifts, Riser Armchairs, 
Adjustable Beds, Stairlifts and 
Wheelchairs with this Brand 
New Pricewatch PriceGuide 
from Mobility Matters, a 
group of independent 
showroom based distributors. 


Incredibly, prices vary 
substantially depending on 


Call the 24 hour request line 
now on 0990 134130 

or write to ; 

Mobility Matters, 

Dept DN8/99__- Freepost 


NHO170, Kettering NN14 6BR. 


where and how you buy and 
alarmingly, you could end up 
paying £100’s more for 
exactly the same product. 
Don’t make the mistake of 
paying way over the odds 
unnecessarily. The new 
PriceGuide explains what to 
look out for and provides you 
with realistic price ranges so 
you are less likely to get 
caught out. It’s free and it’s 
invaluable. You will be sent a 
copy from your closest 
distributor along with our 
popular advisory booklet for 
scooters and powerchairs 
which gives you the important 
questions to ask before 
committing yourself. Before 
you choose, read and learn. 
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Surfing IT 


Websites of companies and 
organisations will soon have to 
be accessible to people with 
visual impairments. 

Under the Disability 
Discrimination Act to be 
implemented in October, 
organisations must offer inter- 


net information in an accessible 


form if it is “reasonable” to do 
so. At present 90 per cent of 
websites cannot be read by the 
UK’s 1.7 million people with a 
serious sight impairment, says 
the Royal National Institute for 
the Blind (RNIB). 

A video* showing how 
websites can be made accessible 
was launched in July by the 
RNIB and the international 
project group, the Web 
Accessibility Initiative. 

“People misuse the internet 
programming language HTML 


(HyperText Markup Language) 
to create visual effects,” said 
Julie Howell, campaigns officer 
for the RNIB’s Access to 
Digital Information. 

The video Websites at Work, 
aimed at anyone who designs 
or has their own website, shows 
how the bending of program- 
ming rules has made many 
websites impossible for speech 
synthesiser and Braille access 
technology to read. 

“By making an internet 
service inaccessible you poten- 
tially lose 8.5 million disabled 
customers,” Julie Howell said. 

Internet user Mark Prouse, 
who is registered blind, wel- 
comed the video: “Hopefully, it 
will make people realise that 
websites don’t have to be 
unappealing to be accessible.” 
*Free, tel: 0171-391 2191. 


Elderly care needs planning 


Local authorities need to take 
more interest in planning the 
care of elderly people in homes, 
a report has said. 

Who Cares Plans*, from the 
charity Counsel and Care, 
stresses the need to assess the 
risk of various activities, 
including recreation, for the 


Freedom, Independ 
and Reliability. 


500,000 people who live in 
homes. A lack of planning can 
lead to boring lifestyles, exces- 
sive caution and sometimes 
locked doors, says the charity. 
Decisions about risks should 
be taken by residents as far as 
possible, the report says. 
*£7.50, tel: 0171-485 1550. 


Powerchairs promise you: 
e A caring service from a family 


run business. 


e Unique price guarantee that you 
can’t buy cheaper anywhere. 

e Up to 8mph for road use. 

e Free home assessments. 

e Free 12 months insurance on 


new models. 
e No VAT. 


e No driving license required. 
¢ Low deposit finance available 


on request. 
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Schooldays: Robert Ogden School for autistic children, in 
Thurnscoe near Rotherham, was visited by William Hague, his wife 
Ffyon and Jane Asher in July, when they met pupil Jonathan Evans 
(right). The school is appealing for money from local businesses. 


Motability misses out 


Around 150,000 motorists 
whose vehicles are supplied 
through the Motability scheme 
will miss out on a windfall 
from the planned sale of the 
Automobile Association (AA). 
The gas and electricity 
company Centrica has offered 
to buy the AA in a £1.1 billion 
deal, which, if accepted by AA 
members in an autumn vote, 
would give them £240 each. 
But people who got their 
AA membership through 
Motability will not be eligible. 


e We stock machines that carry up 
to 32 stone and can go from 
10-35 miles on one charge 

e Automatic battery charge 


included. 


e All major credit cards accepted. 


We buy second-hand electric 
wheelchairs and scooters. 


100s of nearly new machines in 
stock at prices to suit all pockets. 


People must have paid for their 
membership themselves in 
order to receive the money. 
Motability director Noel 
Muddiman said a decreasing 
number of customers will be 
affected as the contract moved 
to the RAC in 1997. 
“Motability customers with 
AA breakdown cover have 
already benefited from the keen 
prices afforded to the scheme 
by the AA,” he said. 
To see whether you are eligible, 
tel: 0800-917 7200. 
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An £8,000 benefit award made 
to a pensioner after a 24-year 
wait may now disqualify him| 
from help with his council tax. © 

Former mechanic Ron 
Ambrose, of Northampton, 
was paid industrial injuries; 
benefit in June for a back 
injury claim made in 1975. Mr 
Ambrose’s application to the 
Benefits Agency was only 
resolved when Labour MP Sally 
Keeble stepped in. : 

But council tax officials are} 
now checking whether Mr 
Ambrose’s council tax help will} 
be affected by the lump sum. | 

A spokesperson for 
Northampton Borough! 
Council said: “Generally 
speaking, lump sums are taken! 
into consideration. However,| 
there is a grey area when it 
comes to backdated benefit 
payments.” 

Meanwhile, Ms Keeble 
thinks Mr Ambrose has not 
been paid enough and should 
get compensation. The Benefits 
Agency is considering this. 

Ms Keeble said: “He should 
have had the money when his’ 
family was growing up. I think! 
it is dreadful.” | 


MOBILITY CONSULTANTS 
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Hands-on approach: One hundred deafblind people called for the 
right to one-to-one communication support at a protest organised 


by Sense and Deafblind UK in London in June. 


Model 


MARION BULL 


What a 


attitudes | turkey 


The Co-operative Bank is to 
use disabled people in TV 
adverts starting in August. 

The ads are part of the 
pank’s commitment to the 
VisAble campaign run by the 
charity Leonard Cheshire. 
VisAble aims to get companies 
‘0 use disabled models. 

The bank is planning to 
continue using disabled models 
after the campaign ends in May. 


Need to find 
solutions to 
independence 


Want to compare and 
test before you buy. 


Bernard Matthews Foods has 
paid £230,000 in damages to a 
cleaner who developed a form 
of repetitive strain injury (RSI) 
working in its Suffolk factory. 

Kim Godfrey developed the 
injury after working as a cage 
tray cleaner. The damages were 
awarded on the grounds that he 
would never work again. 

The turkey producer is 
considering an appeal. 
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Films fail stuntman 


Rules set by actors’ union 
Equity mean that a disabled 
stuntman is paid less than his 
non-disabled colleagues. 

Louie Brownsell was trained 
by Steven Spielberg to perform 
stunts in Saving Private Ryan 
but cannot join Equity’s Stunt 
Register because of his 
disability. To join the Register 
applicants must pass tests in 
activities including fencing and 
judo, and these tests are not 
adapted to let disabled people 
gain equivalent qualifications. 

Film studios such as Steven 


Spielberg’s Dreamworks argue 
that Louie, who lost a leg in a 
motorbike accident, cannot be 
paid the full rate because he is 
not registered. In The Mummy, 
Louie was paid £150 a day — 
the rate paid to extras — plus 
amounts for individual “gags” 
like having his leg blown off. 
Registered stunt performers 
could earn up to £3,000 a day. 
“I’ve trained to do these 
stunts, so why won’t they give 
me the correct rate of pay?” 
asks Louie, who claims he was 
dropped from Ridley Scott’s 


new epic Gladiators after 
demanding the stunt rate. 

Peter Dunne, head of public- 
ity at Dreamworks, said: “We 
are sympathetic, but as things 
stand he’s not a stuntman.” 

Equity spokesperson Martin 
Brown said it was not the 
union’s aim to exclude people: 
“We take the issue of access to 
acting work seriously. But we 
also take safety of performers 
seriously. Of course we will 
look at these matters, but we 
can’t put actors lives at risk.” 
See Profile, page 10. 


A word in / People carrier 
safety scare 


your ear 


Ewan McGregor’s latest film 
Rogue Trader was used to 
launch a new aid for visually 
impaired cinema goers in June. 

Cinetracker, produced by 
Ewan’s mother Carol, was 
launched at the Odeon, 
Leicester Square. This is the 
first cinema to fit the system, 
which automatically synchro- 


. nises a film’s soundtrack with 


recorded spoken descriptions. 
“People should put pressure 

on their cinemas to install the 

Cinetracker system,” Carol 

McGregor told DN. 

For details of Cinetracker, 

tel: (01506) 852000. 


Date 


1999 


People carriers offer little 
protection in crashes, according 
to a report* published at the 
end of June. 

The study was undertaken 
by the Euro New Car 
Assessment Programme (Euro 
NCAP), of which the AA is a 
member. It tested the Renault 
Espace, Toyota Picnic, Peugeot 
806, Nissan Serena, VW 
Sharan, Mitsubishi. “New” 
Space Wagon, Vauxhall Sintra 
and Chrysler Voyager. The 
Espace caused least damage to 
occupants, while the Voyager 
was the most unsafe. 

People carriers are often 
popular with disabled people 


Be just like a 


because of the vehicles’ size. 

Andrew Boyle from Renault 
said his company was happy it 
had come first but that data 
from the laboratory does not 
always reflect “the real world”. 

“Renault and other car 
companies would dispute the 
side and front impact results,” 
he said. “Renault has moved 
deliberately to focus on safety 
and security in its cars.” 

Brian Rees, public relations 
manager at Chrysler, said: 
“The Chrysler Voyager is a very 
safe car to be in if you are in 
an accident.” 

* Available to AA members, tel: 
0800- 262 050. 
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Balder Owner - 
don’t settle for 
second best. 
Experience the 
amazing Balder 
Finesse soon. 
Models to suit 
all-ages. 


Want to see all the 
market leading 


products 
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Want a great 
day out 


LONDON 
September 


15th-16th 


Don't miss this great 
event, with free 
seminars and lots 
to see and do. 
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6 News review 


MMR - no link found 


Two studies 
have found no links between 
autism or Crohn’s disease and 
the vaccination for measles, 
mumps and rubella (MMR). 

The studies by the 
Committee on Safety of 
Medicines and the Public 
Health Laboratory Service 
were commissioned by the 
Department of Health and 
published in June. They looked 
at 590 children with autism or 
the bowel condition Crohn’s 
disease. 

The Government hopes the 
findings will boost MMR take- 
up. The percentage of children 
receiving the MMR vaccine has 
dropped from 90 per cent in 
1994 to 75 per cent today. 

But not everyone is 
completely happy with the 
results of the research. 

“Plenty of neutral scientists 
say the studies are flawed,” said 
Jackie Fletcher, spokesperson 
for Jabs, the charity that 
campaigns for better compen- 
sation for children damaged by 
vaccination. “It is a shame 
because what we are looking 
for is honest research and 
not the Department of Health 
trying to cover up. We need to 
look honestly at these children. 
We can’t keep brushing 
them under the carpet all 
the time.” 

Department of Health, tel: 
0171-210 3000. 


independent 


Take note: visually-impaired people will benefit from the new £20 
note. Launched in June, the note has a large figure 20 and an anti- 
counterfeit hologram. By chance, the hologram has a raised edge 


which could help recognition. 


Cloning ban 
Advances g? bye US 
researchers in the cloning of 
human embryos have led the 
UK Government to set up an 
independent expert advisory 
group to investigate the whole 
cloning issue. 

Minister of Public Health 
Tessa Jowell announced the set- 
ting up of the advisory group 


BANK OF ENGLAND 


at the end of June. She also 
extended the UK’s present ban 
on human cloning. The 
advisory group should be ready 
to report on its findings early 
next year. 

The techniques that are 
being developed could be used 
to create cloned tissue or 
replacement organs. 

See Comment, page 11. 
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Transnational Partnership in Europe 
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Bg 


aK 
\ 17 & 18 November 1999, Langstone Cliff Hotel 


Dawlish, Devon 


France ¢ Portugal * Spain * Sweden ¢ UK 


Devon County Council is hosting a two-day European Conference to explore issues of access to employment for people with 
learning disabilities. It is an opportunity to meet and discuss these issues with UK and European colleagues. 


Over the past two years, social care organisations from France, Portugal, Spain, Sweden and the UK have been involved in 
the European funded transnational project called Balantic. 


The project has concentrated on: 


e evaluating differences in social benefit 
systems and the minimum wage 


e sharing ‘best practice’ 


e developing a number of protocols for 
e evaluating differences in social policy partnership working 


and support systems e promoting Agenda 21 


e evaluating access to employment, job 
coach and work placement systems 


e promoting self-advocacy and user rights 


The keynote speaker will be the Rt. Hon. John Hutton, Parliamentary Under Secretary of State, Department of Health. 
Other speakers will include the UK Horizon Support Unit and the Department for Education and Employment. 

Delegates will have the opportunity to attend three of the five workshops over the two days. 

The workshops will cover: 


e access to employment 
and training for people 
with learning disabilities 


e benefit systems, 
minimum wage, and 
the law 


e self-advocacy and user rights 


e Agenda 21 
@ assessment and 
evaluation systems 
Delegate fee: 
£150 includes lunches, tea and coffee, Gala Dinner on the first night, Conference Pack and Conference Report and 
Evaluation Report. Accommodation and travel are NOT included. 


Further details and a booking form may be obtained from: 
Mrs Rosie Kingman, Devon County Council Social Services Directorate, 
Room A205, Annexe Building, County Hall, Exeter EX2 4QR. 


Tel: 01392 383657, fax: 01392 383889, e-mail: rkingman @devon-cc.gov.uk 


Bullying report 
Bullying is a regular feature of 
the lives of most people with 


. learning difficulties, according 


to a study from Mencap. 

Almost 90 per cent of people 
with learning disabilities have 
been bullied and 73 per cent in 
public places, according to 
Living in Fear*, published 
in June. 

The report calls for more 
awareness programmes to 
promote greater knowledge and 
understanding in schools, the 
social services and the police. 

Speaking at the report’s 
launch, Minister for Disabled 
People Margaret Hodge said: 
“This report certainly makes 
for grim reading, but it is an 
important document which 
must inform the Government’s 
policies.” 

*Tel: 0171-454 0454. 
See also Parent’s Voice in DN 
next month. 


Minimum wage 


The Association for Supported 
Employment is producing a 
report on the employment 
effects of the minimum wage 
introduced last April. 

In the past people on 
placement schemes supported 
by organisations such as 
Remploy at workplaces like the 
supermarket chain Tesco some- 
times received less than the 
minimum of £3.60 per hour. 

The report aims to discover 
if higher wage rates have meant 
that fewer people are employed 
by companies that used to pay 
below the minimum wage. 

Call (01768) 881225 for a 
questionnaire. 


€ CHARTWELL €, 
INSURANCE | 


DISABLED DRIVER INSURANCE BUREAU 


Established Over 30 Years 


Competitive rates for motor and | 
household insurance. Cover also 
arranged for powerchairs, 


Protest party 


Brent Access Group marked 25 
years of no disabled access to’ 
Brent Town Hall, north’ 


London, with a party in July A 


quarter of a century after the 
director of social services had 
to carry a wheelchair user up 
the stairs, the council has still 
not improved access. 


Fatherly love 


A father was spared prison and 
given a two-year probation sen- 
tence after trying to kill himself 
and his 20-year-old autistic son 
because of pressure at home 
and at work. Stephen James, 
48, was found not guilty of 


attempted murder at 
Manchester crown court 
in June. | 


The dental technician from 
Rochdale was rescued by two | 
passers-by who pulled him and | 
his son from a car filled with | 
exhaust fumes. 


One of the lads 


A new men’s magazine, called | 
SP, was launched by the RNIB | 
in May. : 
Aimed at young men with 

visual impairments, SP features | 
articles from Loaded, FHM | 
and other “lad’s mags”. It is | 
available in Braille and on disk. | 
Tel: 0345-023 153. 

e A new, free recruitment 
bulletin aimed at disabled 
people is to be launched this 
autumn by journalists Nick 
Lewis and Michael Turner. 
Pilot copies of Ready, Willing, 
Able, which will also be. 
published on the internet, are 
already available. | 
Tel: 0181-696 7006. 


wheelchairs and scooters. 
Accidental damage, fire, theft, 
public liability and mechanical 

breakdown cover for £100. 


For a no obligation quote contact us on: 


0181 - 958 0900} 


Chartwell House, 292-294 Hale Lane, 
Edgware, Middx HA8 8NP 
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News 7 


Having a ball: Cerebral palsy charity Scope has £2m of awards to 
give away to disabled people who want to make their mark in the 
community. At the launch of the Give it a Go Millennium Awards 
were (left to right) BBC1 Watchdog Healthcheck’s Wesley Kerr, 
Scope campaigns networker Colin Hicks and LWT Don’t Do This 
At Home presenter Paul Hendy. For a form, tel: 0800-626216. 


Miner assessments 


Assessments began in July on 
40,000 former British Coal 
employees to set compensation 
levels for injuries caused by 
vibrating tools. 

Regional centres will assess 
the miners for a condition 
known as Vibration White 
Finger, caused by reduced 
blood flow when using 
machinery continually. The 12 
centres, run by SEMA Group 
UK, will assess injured miners 
for compensation under a 


Announcing the contract for 
the assessments in June, Energy 
Minister John Battle said: “All 
40,000 claimants will receive an 
independent, objective, fair and 
accurate assessment which can 
form the agreed basis for set- 
tling their claims. We have 
developed the first fully accu- 
rate method of assessing the 
nature of these injuries and the 
level of resulting disability in 
order to ensure fairness to each 
of these injured men.” 


package agreed by the All claimants should have 


Government last January. 


Disabled? 


Shannon is a model and 


been assessed within two years. 


Is this you? 


she gets shot regularly. e male or female 
At Leonard Cheshire, e aged 16 to 100 
Britain’s leading disability ¢ fashion conscious 
care charity, we think that this e easily contactable 
is a good thing - disabled e available to work at 
people are almost never seen short notice 
in adverts or commercials, e able to make your own 
yet represent 10% of the travel arrangements 
population. e not afraid of hard work 


Prizes 
e Modelling training and 
careers advice from VisABLE 
Models, an agency which 
finds modelling work for 


We want to do something 
about this and so we have 
launched the VisABLE 
competition - a modelling 
competition with a difference 


- it’s only open to disabled disabled people 
people. e A photoshoot with a top 
photographer 


And there’s more good news. e Equipment donated by 

Sunrise Medical 

Some major companies who e £100 Marks and 
agree with us —- companies Spencer vouchers for 
like B&Q, BT, Co-operative every finalist 
Bank, Marks and Spencer and 
McDonald’s - are lending their 
support. 


Closing date 

31 October 1999. 
One male and one 
female winner will be 
chosen from 16 finalists 
by an independent 
panel of judges. 


So all we need now are some 
aspiring models... 


.. interested? 


Train trouble 


Anne Begg, MP for Aberdeen 
South, was forced to spend 
a 60-minute journey from 
Gatwick to central London in 
the guard’s van of a Connex 
South Central train. 

Ms Begg, a wheelchair user, 
was returning from a fact- 
finding trip investigating access 
for disabled foreign visitors. 
Unable to enter the passenger 
area of the 30-year-old “slam 
door” train, the 43-year-old 
MP had to spend the entire 
journey in the windowless 
“brake van”. 

Under the _ Disability 
Discrimination Act (DDA) new 


trains must be fully accessible, 
but there is no requirement for 
existing inaccessible stock to be 
phased out. 

“T didn’t know companies 
still had such old carriages,” 
Ms Begg told DN. “Disabled 
people shouldn’t be treated like 
pieces of luggage. It’s just not 
good enough.” 

Connex South Central, 
which runs trains in south 
London and on the south coast, 
has now announced a £100m 
programme of new rolling 
stock. David Ewart, media rela- 
tions manager at Connex, said: 
“Our managing director has 


apologised to Ms Begg. If our 
bid for the renewal of our fran- 
chise is successful we hope to 
replace all slam door coaches 
by 2003.” 

e The first new trains to 
comply fully with the DDA go 
into service on Anglia Railways 
this summer. 

The eight new trains will run 
between London and Great 
Yarmouth, Lowestoft and Bury 
St Edmunds. Features include 
dedicated wheelchair spaces, 
alarms at accessible levels, dis- 
abled toilets, door controls 
marked with Braille and visual 
displays announcing stops. 


It’s getting 
easier to talk 


Disabled people are to benefit 
from a new BT payphone. 
Features of the Contour 400 
include a large keypad and 
loudspeaker. Function buttons 
are colour coded, and a prepay- 
ment facility will help people 
who struggle to handle change. 
Bob Twitchin, a member of 
the DIEL committee which 
advises Oftel on disabled and 
elderly phone users, said: “It 
looks as though what they have 
come up with will meet a lot of 
people’s requirements.” 
BT sales enquiries, tel: 150. 


You should be shot! 


Interested? Write now for an 
entry form to 


VisABLE 


VisABLE Competition, 
Leonard Cheshire, 
Freepost 
SW5925, 
London, 
SW1P 4YY, 
quoting 
reference 
DN7. 


Sheep dip links 


Nerve damage, depression and 
anxiety in farmers are linked to 
exposure to sheep dip chemi- 
cals in a report commissioned 
by the Government. 

The study, carried out by the 
Institute’ of Occupational 
Medicine (IOM), looked into 
the health of farmers using 
organophosphate (OP) dips. Of 
600 farmers studied, 19 per 
cent reported symptoms and 
further tests showed medical 
evidence of conditions. The 
main source of exposure 
was found to be through han- 
dling dip concentrates. The 
Government is currently 


reviewing the use of OPs. 
Peter Beaumont, develop- 
ment director of the Pesticide 


why 
Stannah 
is the 
world’s 
most 
chosen 
stairlift.” 


Name 


e Free survey @ Fast, clean installation 
e Straight or curved stairs @ Full guarantee 
e 24-hour call out service, 365 days a year 
e New models - even smoother, quieter ride 


Trust which calls for a ban on 
OP dips, said that farmers 
should be compensated. 

“Resources should now be 
directed to diagnose and treat 
the victims,” he added. 

Farmers have also alleged 
the chemicals have caused poor 
concentration and memory 
loss. A number are set to take 
court action. 

A spokeswoman for the 
National Office of Animal 
Health, which represents firms 
selling animal health products, 
said protective clothing was 
important when using OP dips. 

“The evidence has been that 
if they are used properly they 
do not cause a problem,” 


she added. 


FREEPHONE “Se 


0800 715 124 Ea 


Ext 7485 


Address 


Postcode Tel. 


Stannah Stairlifts, Dept 7485, 


FREEPOST SA344, Andover, Hants SPIO 3BR. 


ee ee oe ont on oe oe ea eee PIE IDOI most chosen stairlift 
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8 Health 


A pen which stops pain is 
bringing relief to many disabled 
people, suppliers claim. 

The pen, known as Pain 
Gone, claims to ease the symp- 
toms of back pain, headaches, 
arthritis and aching muscles. It 
gives out electric impulses 
which stimulate the body to 
produce natural painkillers, 
according to suppliers UK Care 
Products in Sheffield. People 
with electronic health aids such 
as pacemakers should not use 
the pen, however. 

“We've had testimonials 
from people who have had pain 
for years, or not been able to 
sleep or walk upstairs without 
a stairlift,” said company 


Pen relief 


managing director Stuart 
Smith. “We’ve had a lady who 
could walk out of her wheel- 
chair for the first time in ages.” 

Gladys Robinson, 73, of 
Scarborough, who has arthritis, 
said: “It has helped me. I 
don’t have to take as many 
painkillers now.” 

The pen looks set to have 
clinical trials at Pontefract and 
Pinderfields Hospital. 

Angela Stark, the hospital’s 
pain service manager, said 
some patients had already been 
impressed by the pen but that 
it was too early to make a 
comment on its effectiveness. 


£49.95, tel: 0114-231 S050. 


Power of the pen: Gladys Robinson says the Pain Gone pen helps 


SCARBOROUGH EVENING NEWS 


Walking agal 


A man who lost both legs at the 
hip after an explosion is 
walking again after being fitted 
with a new type of artificial leg. 

The man, who comes from 
North Africa, had been told by 
French doctors that he would 
never walk again. 

The design of the new leg, 
made by bioengineers at the 
University of Strathclyde, is 


VOLKSWAGEN CARAVELLE & CADDY KOMBI, NEW FOR 1999. 


Come and 
see us at 


Various options of wheelchair access 
Caravelle people carrier. Underfloor ramps or hydraulic lifts 
for side access. Ramps or lifts for rear access, including 
lowering rear suspension. Prices from £17,950 on the road. 
Full conversions for disabled driver independence, which can 
include: 6-way driver’s seat base, infra-red door and lift 


operation. 


Contact Paul Cassidy or David Reid for brochures or a demonstration. Invatravel is a long 
established company with years of experience providing for the needs of people with disabilities. 
Conversions are to Volkswagen compatible design and are recognised converters for VW. 


INVATRAVEL 


CONVERSIONS 


based on the leg braces used by 
people with paraplegia. 

Bill Spence, one of the 
engineers involved in the work, 
described it as “incredible”. 

“We fitted the prosthesis to 
our patient, he stood up and 
then he walked away down the 
room using only a pair of 
crutches to help him balance,” 


he said. 


CARAVELLE 


available on the 


Brainwaves could help disabled 
people to move artificial limbs, 
US researchers have said. 
Scientists from the MCP 
Hahnemann Medical College 
Philadelphia have wired up a 
rat’s brain to allow it to operate 
a robot arm. The team, led by 
Dr John K Chapin, used brain 
impulses recorded from a rat 
that was trained to press a lever 
and was then rewarded with 


Independent 
Living, 
Wembley 
15-16 September 


Stand 9 


n_ | Making waves work 


water delivered by a robot arm. 

Dr Chapin told DN: “The 
guiding idea has been that one 
day paralysed people might be 
able to operate machines. Now 
that we have been able to allow 
a rat to control a robot arm it 
shows the feasibility. But it 
could take 10 or 20 years.” 

Eventually a disabled person 
could stimulate their own 
muscles or spinal cord. 


INVATRAVEL CONVERSIONS LTD 
66 Knob Hall Lane, Southport PRO 9QS 
Tel: 01704 506608 * Fax: 01704 506607 
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http://www.scoot.co.uk/invatravel_conversions/ 
Established 1983 


CADDY KOMBI 
This stylish and compact estate car has such a lot to offer. 
Power steering, electric windows, remote central locking, tinted 
glass, stereo/radio cassette player, driver’s airbag, 1.6 petrol or 
1.9 diesel engines. Lowered floor with assisted ramp and 
restraints for wheelchair, including seating for four people. 
Prices from £13,495 “S” model. “SE” model includes air 
conditioning and metallic paintwork, £14,390. 


In brief 


Stem cell transplants 
Cancer patients and people 
with genetic disabilities may 
benefit from a new technique 
for growing blood stem cells 
outside the body. Scientists at 
the University of Washington in 
Seattle have managed to grow 
the vital cells that are damaged 
during radiotherapy and 
chemotherapy, and transplant 
them successfully into mice. 


Chance of arthritis help 

A supplement based on ginger 
may help arthritis, according 
to Danish researchers. The 
supplement, Zinaxin, was 
launched in the UK in May. The 
Arthritis Research Campaign 
and the Arthritis Foundation in 
the US, however, have pointed 
out that there is as yet no scien- 
tific evidence to back claims for 
the supplement’s efficacy. 


Alzheimer’s hope 
Scientists have vaccinated mice 
against proteins associated 
with Alzheimer’s. Claims that 
the findings of Dale Schenk 
and colleagues from Elar 
Pharmaceuticals in San 
Francisco could herald a vac- 
cine for Alzheimer’s should be 
treated with caution, according 
to science journal Nature. 


Inning work 


It's a year since the New Deal’s Innovative Schemes were 
announced. Rod Hermeston gives a progress report 


Former builder Ian Bullions 
recently topped off his recovery 
from a near-fatal traffic acci- 
dent by getting back into a job. 
Now Ian, from South Killworth 
in Leicestershire, is a housing 
manager for a building firm. 
Tan is just one of the people 
who have benefited from the 
Innovative Schemes pro- 
Bemme, part of the 
Government’s £195m New 
Deal for Disabled People 
(NDDP). In July last year the 
Government announced the 
first ten winning bids for fund- 
ing to run various Innovative 


The schemes provide 
training and mentoring, 
and also encourage 
companies to give jobs 
to disabled people 


. 


Schemes across the country, all 
designed to improve the 
employment prospects of peo- 
ple on incapacity benefits and 
aimed at 800 people. The 
schemes provide training, 
therapy and mentoring, and 
also encourage companies to 
give jobs to disabled people. 

One successful bid was from 
Libra Health in Burbage, 
Leicestershire. The organisa- 
tion now runs the Back to 
Work scheme for the East and 
West Midlands and helped Ian 
Bullions to get a job. 

The first ten Innovative 
Schemes have found jobs for 
181 people, while a further 126 
are on work placements. There 


The first ten Innovative 
Schemes have found 
jobs for 181 people 


are 14 more Innovative Schemes 
planned, serving an estimated 
1,000 people. 

Changes to the benefit 
system have also come into 
effect to boost job prospects 
further. Since October last year, 
people on incapacity benefits 
have been able to try work out 
for up to a year and return to 
their former benefit if the job 
does not work out. 

Sue Maynard Campbell, 
chair of the Association of 
Disabled Professionals (ADP), 
welcomed the success of the 
Innovative Schemes but has 
reservations. She hopes they 
will help develop good practice. 

“There has been a lot of 
reinventing of the wheel 


Training in IT 


When 30-year-old Martin Rose from Bristol injured his back at 
work, he soon realised his days working as a care assistant were 
over. Luckily, a word of advice from his GP and some help from 
one of the Innovative Schemes set Martin on the path to a new 
career as an administrative assistant for Bristol City Council. 


After training in information technology, Martin took a 
course at the Positive Action Partnership Innovative Scheme run 
by the West of England Centre for Integrated Living (WECIL) in 
Bristol. He then got his current job at Bristol City Council — a 
position that had been sourced by WECIL’s Positive Action 
Partnership and was only open to disabled candidates. 

“The people at WECIL have been really excellent,” he said. 
“Even now, if I have any problems, I can just get on the phone.” 


because people did not know 


what has been done before,” 
she said. 


The New Deal’s Personal 
Advisor Services project is 
a few months older than 
the Innovative Schemes. 
Announced in March last year, 
it was aimed at helping 250,000 
people to find work. Under the 
scheme, advisors contact dis- 
abled people, assess their needs 
and potential, and help them to 
get training, find jobs or stay in 
work. So far 222 people have 
found work with the help of an 
advisor. Nationwide implemen- 
tation of the scheme is 
being considered. 

David Rendel, social 
services spokesman for the 
Liberal Democrats, is not 


impressed by the jobs record of 
the Personal Advisor Service. 

“It is quite clear that the 
Personal Advisor scheme, while 
very welcome, is not working 
very well,” he said. 

Mr Rendel argued that the 
Government needs to put more 
effort and publicity into 
programmes such as Access to 
Work, which provides 
equipment for disabled people 
in the workplace. 

A Government spokesperson 
told DN that findings from the 
Innovative Schemes programme 
will influence the development 
of national policies. 

He said that many people 
being assisted by advisors were 
not yet ready for work and this 
was why numbers of people 


News focus 9 


Back to work in Brighton 


Mary Howard was on incapacity benefit 
after a back injury in 1994. With help 
from the Personal Advisor scheme in 
Brighton, she has now returned to work. 

She told DN: “My biggest fear was 
that if I tried work and didn’t manage, I 
would lose my benefits. But they 
reassured me about that.” 

Mary has now set up as a freelance 
internet and administration worker, which will allow her to take 
time off if she needs it because of her disability. 

“T had skills but did not know how to put them to use,” said 
Mary. “I would not have returned to work without the support I 
have been given.” 


Fit for work: Ian Bullions found a job thanks to an Innovative Scheme 

TED COTTRELL 
finding jobs might seem low 
at present. : 

It seems too early to say if 
the Innovative Schemes and 
Personal Advisor programme 
are a success. Anyone who has 
found work has only glowing 
praise, but progress is still not 
fast enough for some. 


© For more information 
about any of the pilot 
Innovative Schemes, tel: 
0171-712 2171. 

° For details of the pilot 
Personal Advisor Services, 
tel: 0114-259 4215. 
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The fall guy © 


Stuntman Louie Brownsell appeared in Saving Private Ryan and 
The Mummy. Sally Brown talks to him 


lying through the air with 
} a package of explosives in 

your prosthetic leg takes 
a fair degree of bravery — but 
that’s exactly what 39-year-old 
Louie Brownsell does for a 
living. Because the one-legged 
veteran of films including 
Saving Private Ryan is Britain’s 
only disabled stuntman. 

Exeter-based Louie, who 
uses the stage name Jai Brown, 
got his big break into 
international stunt performing 
when Saving Private Ryan 
director Stephen Spielberg saw 
him acting in a TV serial. 

“He’d been looking for 
someone like me to train up as 
a stuntman for Private Ryan,” 
Louie said. “There were 
disabled stuntmen in the US 
but none here in Britain.” 

Louie began acting when the 
recession hit his pub business. 

“T sat down and thought 
‘What can I do with this?’ I’d 
always wanted to be an actor, 
but I thought it was a bit 
beyond me.” 

Then it occurred to him that 
being a one-legged actor made 
him unique. 

The benefits of a stuntman 
who can get his leg blown right 
off or wear a convincing “peg 
leg” are obvious, and Louie 
threw himself into stunt 


Blood and gore: Louie on the set of Saving Private Ryan 
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Sa 


for Life 


Life-long education opportunities for 
people with a learning disability 


Dr Penny Lacey University of Birmingham 
Martin Routledge NWTTDT 

Judy Sebba DfEE 

Paul Ennals NAGSEN 


Jon Snow Channel 4 


For details call 01449 673723 


DisabilityNow August 1999 


Bournemouth 
International Centre 


Country life: Louie shows off the leg he made himself 


training with Spielberg in 
Hatfield, Hertfordshire, hoping 
it would lead him to a 
successful career. 

“T did three months of really 
tough training — learning to 
fall, how to ‘pad up’ and use a 
harness. It hurt — lots — just 
becoming physically fit enough 
to fly through the air.” 

Several other disabled actors 
embarked on the training but 
didn’t make it to stage one. 

Once his film career had 
been launched by Saving 
Private Ryan, Louie went on to 
appear in action adventure 


NATIONAL LEARNING DISABILITY CONFERENCE 


Mencap’s major research launch - Impact of 
learning support assistants on inclusion of pupils 
with severe and profound or multiple disabilities 


Opportunities to share key issues in 
education for practitioners, people with 
a learning disability, parents and carers 


Supporting Ability for All Exhibition 
Demonstration of a wide range of 
products and services for people with 
a learning disability 


movie The Mummy (see review, 
page 23) where he played a 
gold-painted Egyptian priest. | 
didn’t say much,” he laughs. | 

He was also recently 
approached to appear in a new | 
Tim Burton production. 
However, Louie is in dispute 
about his rate of pay (see news | 
pages), and further jobs may 
have to be put on hold. 

But there’s more to Louie 
than stunts. Earmarked to 
present Freak Out, Channel 4’s| 
answer to From The Edge, 
Louie sees his future in TV. 

“T want to bea TV 
presenter,” he says. “Then I can| 
just be me. Stunts are not really] 
what I want to do.” I 

Louie is also about to buy a | 
north Devon farmhouse, where! 
he will indulge his passions for 
working on vintage cars and 
horse riding, and have frequent 
visits from his five-year-old 
daughter. With the welding 
skills he picked up tinkering 
with cars, he has managed to | 
make himself an artificial leg 
that is ideal for his needs. . 

In his spare time Louie also | 
acts as a counsellor for young 
amputees at the local hospital. | 

“Imagine losing your leg — it 
turns your world upside down. | 
I just go in and show these kids 
it’s not the end of the world. 

“People with artificial limbs 
often have a chip on their 
shoulder. I’ve got one on my 
shoulder,” Louie admits. “But 
you can be positive or negative, 
about it. You have to think 
‘What can I do with this?’ It’s 
down to people’s character.” 

Louie wants others to think 
as positively as he does. 

“If a hundred people read 
this and one person thinks ‘I | 
can do that’, that’s all I want. 
To make a difference.” 


| nother 
: month, and 
| another 


milestone: several 
teams of US 
researchers are now 
on the verge of 
producing cloned 
human embryos. 

Such cloning is 
usually known as 
“therapeutic”, 
'because the aim is to produce 
cells to treat conditions such as 
‘Alzheimer’s, as opposed to 
“reproductive” cloning, which 
is the process of creating babies 
with exactly the same DNA as 
‘someone else. Reproductive 
‘cloning is banned worldwide. 
Therapeutic cloning is banned 
in the UK and the Government 
announced in June that more 
evidence is needed before it will 
be allowed here. 

Therapeutic cloning is a 
mixed blessing. Treatments for 
debilitating conditions would 
be welcomed by almost 
everyone, although some 
religions see anything to do 
with embryo research as 
anathema. But, surely, the 
majority view is that 14-day-old 
embryos do not have souls or 
rights — after all, in vitro 
fertilisation and abortions 
involve routine destruction of 
such embryos. 

Yet nagging doubts remain. 
First, there is an important 
principle about treating living 
things as ends in themselves, 
rather than as means to an end. 
I feel uneasy about creating life 
just to produce genetic material 
for others. Yet I do not think an 
early embryo is a person. 


Cloning is a 
mixed blessing’ 


‘As the UK continues Its cloning ban, Tom 
\Shakespeare calls for measured debate 


Second, I am 
concerned that 
modifying human 
genes will become 
increasingly 
acceptable. The 
course of research 
since the first 
test-tube baby has 
been to increase 
intervention. 
Boundaries are 
continually being pushed back, 
and it may not be long before 
human reproductive cloning 
takes place somewhere. 

We need a calibrated 
response to these dilemmas — 
extreme positions are 
unhelpful. We need to debate 
the new possibilities, and there 
must be firm guidelines about 
the limits of intervention. 

Some processes are clearly 
wrong, whatever the benefits. 
The suffering of people with 
illnesses and impairments is no 
justification for inhumanity. 
Behaving ethically means 
respecting creation, human 
individuality and the diversity 
of the population as a whole. 


Dr Tom Shakespeare is a 
research fellow at the 
University of Leeds. 


e The Royal Association for 
Disability and 
Rehabilitation (RADAR) is 
carrying out a survey on 


genetics. For a form, tel: 
0171-250 3222, ext. 200. 

° If you have comments 
about cloning, send them to 
DN at the address on p.3. 


PHOTO — NORTH NEWS AND PICTURES 


HOLIDAYS 
for DISABLED 
PERSONS 


Accessible Accommodation Guaranteed. 
Flights to Tenerife, Lanzarote 
Malaga, Costa Almeria, Majorca, 
Algarve, Malta, Rhodes and Florida. 


Weekend breaks - Paris, 
Dublin & Amsterdam. 
Holiday homes in France. 


Please send a Brochure to: 


Access Travel (Lancs) Ltd, 
6, The Hillock, Astley, Lancs, 
M29 7GW. Tel: 01942 888844. 
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Vital steos 


Minister for Disabled People Margaret Hodge welcomes the new 
Commission and defends the Government's latest Spee 


ivil rights will move a 
{ vital step forward when 
the Disability Rights 


Commission Bill receives royal 
assent later this month. 

The next milestone is April 
2000 — the inauguration of the 
Commission. Disabled people 
will then, for the first time, 
have a statutory organisation 
to help enforce their rights and 
work towards eliminating 
discrimination. 

That won’t happen 
overnight, of course. One of the 
most important tasks of the 
new Commission will be to 
work with disabled people and 
businesses to promote 
awareness and understanding. 
Good practice will be high on 
the agenda. The best businesses 
of the millennium will embrace 
disabled people, not ignore or 
undervalue them. 

The House of Commons has 
at times been described as a 
bear pit. Strong and opposing 
opinions can lead to lively 
debate! But in taking this 
landmark piece of legislation, 
and my first Bill, through 
parliament, I have had support 
from all sides. 

I have received invaluable 
advice and assistance from 


members of the Disability 
Rights Task Force and from 
many disability groups. Thanks 
to their constructive approach I 
have been very happy to make a 
number of changes to the Bill 
since it was first introduced. I 
hope they feel I have done 

them justice. 

The last time I wrote (DN, 
April), | felt that the climate of 
opinion towards disabled 
people was changing. Response 
to the National Disability 
Campaign launched in June has 
confirmed my view. 

Critics of the campaign have 
argued that discrimination is 
society’s problem and has 
nothing to do with disabled 
people. Outlawing 
discrimination, they believe, is a 
job for the Government alone. 

Of course, the Government 
must ensure that disabled 
people’s rights are backed by 
law. We are doing that and our 
record speaks for itself. 

But it’s nonsense to believe 
that laws alone will defeat 
prejudice. We have to try to get 
people to think about their 
preconceptions and the 
stereotypes they hold. 

Nor can laws be effectively 
implemented unless people 


understand their purpose and 
the obligations they involve. 
These two beliefs are at the 
heart of our campaign. We 
need to take society with us, 
not browbeat people into 
submission. Ultimately that 
would only set them against us. 
As a direct result of the 
campaign, national newspapers 
are beginning to take a serious 
look at the issues. We are 
working hard behind the scenes 
with TV producers, businesses 
and individuals. At long last 
people are beginning to open 
their eyes. They are starting to 
acknowledge that ability and 
disability are not mutually 
exclusive. We’ve now got to 
seize the opportunity, keep the 
momentum going and 
move forward. 


What’s in DN next month? 


@ NEW DDA REQUIREMENTS 


From 1 October, goods and services must be more 
accessible to disabled people. How will this affect you? 


BACK TO SCHOOL 


DN’s four-page special on inclusive education, further 
education and going back to college for mature students. 


FASHION ON A BUDGET 


Street market and charity shop clothes for students. 


PARENT’S VOICE 


How we cope with other children’s reactions to our 
daughter’s learning disability. 


Plus the best news, views, jobs and offers. On 


sale 28 August. 


; (Please complete and take to your newsagent) 
1 Please reserve me a regular copy of Disability Now until further notice eS | 
' Please deliver a copy of Disability Now to my home address C); 
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| To the newsagent: Disability Now, ISSN 0958-4676, is published monthly by Scope, : 


16 Market Road, London N7 9PW. It is distributed by MMC Ltd, Octagon House, 
i White Hart Meadows, Ripley, Woking, Surrey GU23 6HR. 
i Tel: +44 (0)1483 211222, fax: +44 (0)1483 224541. 
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12 Parent’s voice 


Jane Parkinson 
fears that new 
safety rules are bad 
news for her child 


y son, aged eight, 
has fairly severe 
athetoid 
cerebral palsy but has been able 
to integrate part-time into our 
local primary school. 

I feel strongly that 
mainstream school is where 
Alistair ought to be, but the 
success of his placement is now 
threatened by overly strict 
implementation of health and 
safety rules. Helen, his learning 
support assistant (LSA) at the 
primary school, has been told 
she must not support him for 
walking as she has been doing 
—he must be wheeled around. 
Neither must she lift him on 
her own (he weighs 17kg). 

If he is wheeled around and 
hoisted, he cannot practise 
weightbearing or walking with 
support, so he will lose these 
abilities altogether. 

Recently Alistair was not 
allowed to go on a school trip 
to an inaccessible museum 
because staff were not 
permitted to carry his 
wheelchair. I registered him as 
absent that morning and then 
“accidentally” bumped into his 
classmates there so that he 
could take part in the visit. 


- qin 


__ Jeims and conditions apply, Piices sho 


on selected vehicles 


just his mother and cannot 


the foot children know him, 


Risk is part of lite 


Circle of friends: Alistair with classmates at his local school 


At his other school, the Pace 
Centre in Aylesbury, he is 
taught through conductive 
education (ie he is taught 
practical skills for life) and is 


encouraged to be independent. 


But his skills will be lost if 
these restrictions are imposed. 
His respite carers’ house, 
where he stays for one 24-hour 
block a month, cannot be 
“passed” unless he sleeps 
downstairs, has no baths and 


Super luxury MPV’s 
5 seated + wheelchair 
Air conditioning 
Power steering 
Electric windows , 


New MPV ‘Libert 


uses a commode. Until now, 
Nicola and Tim — family 
friends in their mid-twenties 
and both inspiringly energetic 
and cheerful — have been happy 
to help him up and down stairs 
and in and out of the bath. At 
eight, he doesn’t like sleeping 
downstairs on his own. (Not 
surprisingly, my own house 
doesn’t pass either and I lift 
Alistair single-handedly for the 
rest of the month — but Iam 


right now. 
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On the road fully adapted 


Brand new 
_ from only 


* 


ty’ Range 
rtentte skates we 


stylish wheelchair accessible 
mobility vehicles available 


Superb quality and remarkable 
value for money is guarai 


sue anyone!) 
I feel that health and safety 
regulations have gone too far. 
Surely some element of risk is 
part of life, and anyone 
working with disabled people 
has decided to take that risk on 
board? I am told that people 
are injuring themselves by 
lifting and are suing the 
authorities. Surely education 
about how to use one’s body 
safely is part of the answer. 
The greatest risk is to the 
child’s self-esteem and 
rights to privacy. The 
risk to our society is that 
we are forced to send our 
disabled children to 
specially equipped 
schools, segregated and 
wrapped in cotton wool 
— for whose good? 
I feel that these rules 
are forcing us backwards 
in a desperate attempt to 
avoid compensation 
cases and in the 
misguided belief that 
absolute safety can be 
guaranteed. 
At the moment, my son 
is a positive role model 
in the community — all 


accept him and understand 
about cerebral palsy. 

Doubtless as Alistair gets 
older, safety will become more 
of an issue, but I wish I could 
be reassured that sensitivity to 
his individual, very private 
needs and his developing 
feelings about his body would 
be given a higher priority by the 
zealous “manual handling” 
team which is responsible for 
implementing the safety 
regulations. 


Ultra modern town car 
Compact & spacious 
Lowered rear floor 
Extra easy access 
Amazingly economical | 


Loads of options, inc. 
Power steering 
Electric windows 

4 seater upgrade 


Automatic gear box 
Air-conditioning. 
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THE UNIVERSAL MOBILITY 


= USED FIAT FIORINO 


FIAT FIORINO wAt 
standard floor and WW a ; 
lowered floor versions a 4.3 


WHY WAIT FOR’A GRANT? THE SUMMER’S HERE: GET OUT 
AND ABOUT, WITH A QUALITY USED CONVERTED. VEHICLE 


CALL NOW FOR DETAILS OF OUR FULL RANGE OF NEW VEHICLES 
AND OUR HIGH QUALITY RANGE OF PREMIER USED VEHICLES, 
| _ OFFERED AT AFFORDABLE & ATTRACTIVE PRICES! 


, 5 \ 
Ce conc eam : \ 
; : RA - . 
ae a 
earettier ines sso SS 
N ee i = ee — Seat 
; = 


= ee 


MERCEDES VITO & V CLASS FIAT SCUDO 


Por mee, “A universal new way to 
= a@Z r enjoy your freedom” 


charged 

SALES HOTLINE: 0845 7413348" @& 
Universal Mobility Ltd. Unit 2, Royd Mill, Dyehouse Lane, Brighouse, West Yorkshire HD6 ILL Amer 5) 
Tel: 01484 400795. Fax: 01484 400796 Website: www.unimob.co.uk pag 


no nonsense vehicle conversions 
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14 Sport 


STEVEN BLOCH 


Take the strain: Michael Ferguson from West Lothian swept the 
board to win four powerlifting gold medals in the Special Olympics 


bild 
1999 international conference 


Frontiers in 
Understanding Learning 
Disabilities 
13-15 September 


Church House, Westminster, London 
Contact: Liz Howells at BILD 


Tel: (01562) 850251 
E-mail: LizHowells@bild-edn-demon.co.uk 


British Institute of 
Learning Disabilities 


AVAILABLE 
ON MOBILITY 
LEASE & HIRE 

PURCHASE 


REVOLUTIONARY NEW PRODUCTS 
BX 

The Braun Chair Topper wheelchair carrier is your key to 
an independent lifestyle. It automatically folds and stores 
a conventional folding wheelchair inside an attractive, 
watertight fibreglass cover. A convenient hand-held a 
control operates the lifting, folding and storing of NS 
your wheelchair. 


SL ff fl cml 


a aad. 


SES 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE VEHICLES S 
~~ FROM THE LEWIS REED GROUP 


zu, Tel: 0151 650 233 
Fax: 0151 650 2031 


Taking, yoru Tr meu) hotiizons 
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Britain bags gold 


British athletes with learning 
difficulties came out on top at 
the Special Olympics in North 
Carolina, 26 June-4 July. The 
teams competed in 14 out of 19 
Olympic-style sports, including 
volleyball, football, basketball, 
athletics and tennis. They won 
a total of 185 gold medals, and 
more medals overall than any 
of the other 150 countries. 

Over the first few days, 
events were held to ensure 
participants were pitted against 
others of similar abilities. 

In the final events, Claire 
McNeil, 16, landed the gold 
medal for golf, playing for five- 
and-a-half hours a day over 
four days. 

Michael Ferguson, 18, from 
West Lothian, Scotland, came 
first in all three powerlifting 


Athlete 
records 


A record 317 athletes took part 
in Disability Sport England’s 
National Junior Athletics 
Championships in Blackpool, 
3-4 July. Over 100 champi- 
onship records were set at the 
event for 12-21-year-olds. 

West Midlands won overall. 
Athlete of the Championship 
awards went to Colin Owens 
(North West region) and 
Joanne Butler (Northern). 


ALL VEHICLE 


PRICES 


ARE FULLY 
CONVERTED 
AND ON THE 


ROAD. 


disciplines — squat, bench and 
deadlift — to take the overall 
powerlifting gold medal. 

And triple gold winner 
Julian Jeffries, 25, lifted 
187.5kg to come top in his sec- 
tion of the powerlifting event. 
The Cornish lifter takes part in 
mainstream competitions and 
is currently junior South West 
Powerlifting Champion. 

Britain’s men’s basketball 
team won silver medal overall, 
losing 40-45 to Argentina. 

The Special Olympics were 
founded in 1968, and Chris 
Maloney, Gloucestershire 
swimming coach, kicked off the 
UK movement in 1976. Since 
then the games have become an 
international event — the next 
Special Olympics take place in 
Ireland in 2003. 


Basketball 
victories 


Britain’s wheelchair basketball 
teams got off to a good start at 
the European Championships 
in the Netherlands. Both won 
their opening games, 3 July. 

The women’s team beat 
Russia 58 -11 and the men took 
a 45-37 win over Sweden. 

The men went on to beat 
Slovenia 72-47, on 7 July, while 
the women lost out to the 
Netherlands, 41-21. 


SY poiability 


EQUIPMENT MANUFACTURER 
AND SUPPLJER 


VEHICLE CONVERTER 


PERSONAL TRANSFER LIFT FOR HOME & CAR 


The Multi-Lift lifts a driver or passenger in 
and out of an ordinary car, van or truck. 
Multi-Lift can also be used as a 
scooter/wheelchair lift in certain vehicles. 


The lift is powered by the electrical system 
of your car. A handy magnetic lift contro! 
box attached to a spiral cord allows flexible 
entry and exit and easy storage of the box 
on any metal surface. 


For further details on this or any other or our range of wheelchair accessible vehicles contact 
The Lewis Reed Group, Valiant Way, Lairdside Technology Park, 
Birkenhead, Merseyside CH41 9HS 


s Judo. 
joys 


The British blind judo team 
managed to win eight medals 
at the German Open Blind 
Championships, 26 June. 

World number one Simon 
Jackson, 26, from Lancashire, 
took gold in the under-81kg 
category, continuing his run of 
over 130 undefeated matches. 

Bright prospect Ben Quilter, — 
17, from Sussex, won his first 
senior medal — a silver — in the 
under-60kg section. 

Other golds in this crucial 
Sydney 2000 qualifier came 
from Ian Rose, 27, and Chris 
Shearon, 24. 

Silvers went to Darren Kail, 
29, and Steve Keith, 27, while 
Philip Hall, 26, and Lisa 
Gibson, 27, both managed to 
land bronzes. 


On the road again 
DN-sponsored rally driver Paul 
Hannam is revving up for his | 
next flirt with dirt, 8 August, in 
Eppynt Ranges, Wales. 
Hannam is hoping his | 
Vauxhall Nova will be back on 
track for this, his first race 
since crashing the car in May. 
He is presently ranked third | 
in his class of the West Wales | 
Rally Championships. 


Rugby bronze 

Britain nabbed bronze in the 
European Championships for 
Wheelchair Rugby, beating the | 
Swiss 28-27 in extra time. The | 
result qualified the British 
team for the Sydney 2000 
Paralympics. Sweden and 
Germany won gold and silver. 


Goalball is go 
Britain’s male goalball team are 
also on their way to the Sydney — 
2000 Paralympics after coming | 
fourth in a qualifying tourna- — 
ment in Canada, 6-16 June. 
Other “teams “*in ~~ the 
tournament included China, © 
the USA, Kuwait, the | 
Netherlands and Venezuela. | 
Similar to five-a-side | 
football, goalball is played 
indoors by participants who 
are totally blind. 


Athletics in August 

The first ever European — 
Cerebral Palsy, Athletics 
Championships will take place 
at the Harvey Hadden Stadium 
in Nottingham, 12-15 August. 
For details, tel: 0115-940 1202. 
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The most successful Multispace in Europe 
B p “G2 Now with AUTOMATIC & DIESEL option 


Petrol injection 1.8 engine/5 speed ws vai & 
£16,846.00 ; i 
Diesel 1.9 engine/5 speed 


£17,375.00 


A discreet conversion 
whatever your lifestyle 


_- our vehicles will carry almost any size of 
wheelchair and passenger as 
one of the family. 


Brotherwood'’s quality conversion of the 
Volkswagen Sharan is the only adapted 
vehicle in the U.K. with V.C.A. Type 
Approval No. LC326/A/027. 


All restraints including those for the 
wheelchair passenger, have been 
tested and approved to the 
highest European 

M1 standard. 


Brotherwood conversion 
of the Volkswagen 
Sharan from 


£25,204.83 


It's the. 
conversion that counts 


New cars supplied fully converted ¢ 
Comprehensive range of refurbished second hand vehicles ¢ 
Customer after sales support and buy-back service ¢ Short & long term Hire or Contract Lease 


Ask for details on our full range of vehicles 


BROTHERWOOD 


Pillar Box Lane, Beer Hackett, Sherborne, Dorset. DT9 6QP 
Telephone: 01935 872603 °¢ Fax: 019355 872853 
¢ e-mail: sales@brotherwood.com °¢ 
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16 Comment 


Letters to 
the Editor 


Disability Now, 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW 
Minicom: 0171-619 7332 Fax: 0171-619 7331 
E-mail: editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 
Website: http://www.disabilitynow.org.uk 


Disabled Century let-down 


I have now been severely 
disabled for almost half a cen- 
tury. So it was of great interest 
to me to hear about three TV 
programmes on BBC 2 entitled 
Disabled Century. 

But what a disappointment. 
The whole production was a 
greatly missed opportunity. The 
series made me feel sad and, I 
have to admit, very angry. 

Having spoken to others, I 
found that, without exception, 
their views matched mine. 

The first hour of the first 
programme, which dealt with 
the First World War, was 
reasonable, but what about the 
rest? For instance, there was 
nothing about the positive 
effect of the introduction of the 
polio vaccine in 1956, which 
prevented many hundreds of 
deaths and many thousands of 
children from being crippled. 

And where was the mention 
of the fact that spinal cord 
injury no longer kills you in six 
months through kidney failure 
and other complications? 

In reality, the happy fact is 
that these days most physically 


disabled people have reasonably 
good lives. Many have good 


jobs and participate in various 


sporting activities from ski-ing 
to parachuting. This state of 
affairs was never dreamed of 
even half a century ago. 

All I hope is that before long 
some enterprising TV producer 
will tell the story as it really is — 
that in spite of disability there 
is a life to be lived. 

John Prestwich MBE 
Kings Langley, Herts 


No understanding 


Dan Batten’s comments on the 
blessing of the Cornwall coach 
(DN, July) were, to say the 
least, lacking in understanding. 
To me, and I am sure to 
many others of a variety of 
faiths, it seems quite natural 
that “after much hard work 
and fundraising” those involved 
would wish to give thanks for 
the efforts that had been made 
to provide accessible transport 
that will benefit many people. 
Nancy E Robertson 
Harrow, Middx 


Government poster campaign 


I agree with Rachel Hurst (DN, 
July) that the Department for 
Education and Employment 
(DfEE) adverts implicitly lay 
blame on individual impairment 
rather than on society at large. 
The message that, contrary 
to appearances, disabled people 
are just like “normal” people 
underneath does nothing to 
destroy negative stereotyping 
and encourage full integration. 
These posters, it seems, 
convey an institutionalised 
consensus that impairment is 
necessarily analogous to the 
“strange” and “shocking”, a 
view that can only be challenged 
if disabled people are empowered 
to define and project their own 
collective image. 
Tim Vasey 
Snainton, Scarborough 


The “Kathy is hard to control” 
poster is offensive for three rea- 
sons. It feeds racist stereotypes 

that Black people, particularly 

African Caribbean people, are 

aggressive and hard to 


manage. “See the person” and, 
presumably, not the disability 
implies that we should not 
recognise our impairments as 
an important aspect of our 
identity. And a poster campaign 
which suggests that disability is 
an individual experience com- 
pletely ignores the environmen- 
tal, attitudinal and institutional 
barriers that disabled people face. 
The current campaign is a 
missed opportunity and a gross 
misuse of public funds. Surely 
the Government should have 
learnt from the experiences of 
Black and ethnic minority 
communities and adopted an 
approach which recognises all 
aspects of disabled people’s 
identity and experiences in a 
positive way. 
Nasa Begum (e-mail) 


The “people out there” are 
individuals and they have to see 
us as individuals and people. 
Until they do, we can’t do 
anything much and laws 
cannot change people’s 


perceptions; only persuasion 
can do that. And that, surely, is 
what this “see the person” 
poster is trying to do. 

Trevor Reed 

Leicestershire 


The “see the person” campaign 
is spot on, a great improvement 
on the awful, patronising TV 
adverts of a while back. 

As a non-disabled person, 
the posters showed me that 
disabled people have the same 
wishes and aspirations as their 
non-disabled counterparts, 
using that much undervalued 
commodity — humour. 

Having to read the subtext 
made me think harder about 
issues than a traditional 
sledgehammer, hard-core 
political approach would have 
done. The drum-beating, 
almost professional whinger 


approach irks me, as it does my | 


disabled friends. 

Jon Dunn 

London E11 

We had many letters — Editor 


Arthritis awareness-raising film 


The film (DN, June) is not, as 
suggested, intended “to reflect 
arthritis in a realistic way” but 
as an over-the-top challenge to 
stereotypes aimed at people 
who have little understanding 
of disability. 

It was not commissioned by 
Arthritis Care but donated by a 
film group to help us launch a 
video competition calling:for 
challenging views of arthritis. 


The production team gave their 
services free of charge. 

Actors with arthritis have 
often told us they are reluctant 
to come out as having arthritis 
as they feel, and know, it affects 
their chances of getting a job. 
This is one of the main points 
the film makes. It is not until 
the last scene that the audience 
realises the hero has arthritis. 
Anyone who had a significant 


impairment through arthritis 
may have'been noticeable in 
earlier scenes and the whole 
effect would have been lost. 
Thus the director cast the best 


person available for the lead. As | 


a matter of information, the 
female lead actor has arthritis. 
Richard Gutch 

Chief executive 

Arthritis Care 

London NW1 


Knightsbridse ... gy 


LET YOUR WHEELS DO 
THE WALKING !! 


Do you suffer from stiff joints and 
need extra legroom for comfort? 


Stretch out, relax and let the 


New Knightsbridge 
take you there. 


Simple to manoeuvre, with 


easy to use controls. 


Ring for a home 
demonstration today! 


SYpotability 


freefi 


Knightsbridge 


fe] 
Ider 
orking together 


TELEPHONE (01536) 443888 
or write to: FREERIDER (UK) LTD 
FREEPOST MID 16985 
CORBY, NORTHANTS NN17 4BR 
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A FIRST FOR BRITAIN! 


50 stones down to 5 stones carrying capacity. 


THE ALDERSLEY EXCEL 


Fully tested 
at Blackpool 
Wheelchair 
Evaluation 
Centre. 


ALDERSLEY 
POWERCHAIRS 


aren’t just for cheeky 
youngsters! They are 
also made for slightly 
more sophisticated 
adults too —up to 


50 stones carrying 
capacity if required! 


ALL CHAIRS HAVE SUSPENSION FOR COMFORT AND CAN 
BE CUSTOMISED TO SUIT THE INDIVIDUAL CLIENT. 


Only available direct from: 

ALDERSLEY BATTERY 
CHAIRS LIMITED 
New Cross Street, 


Wednesdbury, West Midlands WS10 7ST 


For further details and/or free assessment 
Tel: 0121 568 8999 
Fax: 0121 568 8868 


iPlease send details of Excel Range 
! 


by Dan Batten 


Wembley woe 

The world-famous Wembley 
complex recently sent us a 
brochure highlighting their 
latest developments, including 
facilities for “the visually 
handicapped”. Maybe the 
enlightened copywriter needs 
some awareness facilities built 
into his/her job. 


Doctor doom 


It’s official. According to one of | 


the world’s top doctors, the 
existence of disabled people is a 
sin. Bob Edwards, who assisted 
Patrick Steptoe in creating the 
world’s first test-tube baby, has 
gone on record as saying that, 
with prenatal scans more 
widely available, parents have a 
moral responsibility not to give 
birth to disabled children. 
What a shame scans weren’t 
about when Professor Edwards 
entered the world. His parents 
could have had a re-think in 
view of his own severe disability 
— gross insensitivity. 


(Give it a go: Fed up with resi- 
. dential care in the west country, 
(Ben England came to London 
‘determined to live indepen- 
dently. Now he’s got a 24-hour 
care package and a flat from 


| Greenwich social services. 
ROD HERMESTON 


Get Freedom 
into Focus 


If you have a positive image of 
disability in a photo, like Ben 
England (above) — or even a 
strong negative image — you 
could win yourself some out- 
standing prizes in the Leonard 
' Cheshire/Disability Now 
national photography competi- 
tion. Closing date: 27 August. 
The over-16 winner gets a 
week’s break for two at Leonard 
_Cheshire’s Park House Hotel, 
plus 12 rolls of Kodak film. 
Second prize is a Kodak 
Advantix Zoom kit with film. 
The under-16 winner will 


have a day’s session at a digital 
multimedia workshop in 
London, plus 12 rolls of Fuji 
film. Second prize is a Yashica 
Acclaim APS Zoom camera 
and film. Third prize in each 
category is an Olympus APS 
camera and film. 

Thanks to Lord Evans of 
Watford, the winners will now 
be invited to a House of Lords 
reception on 29 September. 

The competition is open to 
disabled amateur photographers, 
either taking the photos or 
directing someone else. 

The judges are photographer 
Lord Lichfield, model and tv 
presenter Heather Mills, 
freelance art director Nic 
Hutton and DN regular 
photographer Graham Bool. 

For the competition rules, tel: 
0171-619 7323 or find details 
on www.disabilitynow.org.uk 


Win a Chairman 


The smart Chairman Kangoo 
(right), worth £15,000, could be 
yours for a year, insurance and 
service included. It is first prize 
in a DN competition now run- 
ning with Gowrings Mobility. 
Second prize is a Chairman 
Kangoo for a long weekend. 
To enter, you must be a 
wheelchair user who does not 
drive and cannot transfer to a 
car, and your driver must be over 


21 with a clean driving licence. 
The competition involves 
putting six benefits of a 
Chairman into order and 
writing up to 30 words on what 
you would do on your Best Day 
Out if you had a Chairman. If 
you missed the entry form in July 
DN, tel: 0171-619 7323 for 
another one or find details on 
www.disabilitynow.org.uk 
Entry deadline: 6 August 1999 
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NZ DAEWOO 


MORE MOTABILITY 
BENEFITS DIRECT 
FROM DAEWOO 


3 YEARS 


INSURANCE 
3 YEARS SERVICING 
3 YEARS RAC 


COVER 


‘Nubira 


ee 


The Nubira 2.0 CDX, includes as standard: 
e ABS e Central locking/alarm © Dual air bags 
e Power steering @ Air conditioning ® Alloy wheels 


_@ Mica Paint Plus no advance payment 


—— is 


NO ADVANCE 
PAYMENT 
AND A CHOICE 
OF CARS 


The Lanos 1.4 SE, includes as standard: 
e ABS e¢ Central locking © Dual air bags ¢ Power steering 
@ Tilt steering column ¢ Immobiliser 


Plus no advance payment 


gotability Should you, or a member of your family, receive Disabled Living Allowance at the higher rate, 
aAccREDITED | vou could be driving a brand new Daewoo Lanos 1.4 SE or Nubira 2.0 CDX with nothing else 


to pay... all thanks to Daewoo Motability. Should you wish, we will gladly arrange a home visit, at your convenience, 


so you can test drive a Daewoo for yourself. 


For information on the Daewoo range and your nearest 
Motability accredited Outlet, call us free on: 


0800 309903 
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Splash out 


Rutland Water really does have something 
for everyone — Les Wilkes takes a look 


BD) eing disabled does not 
mean that you cannot 

enjoy the many delights 
of Rutland Water in the East 
Midlands. 

Olympic teams often train 
there, but any competent 
sailor can enjoy the water. 
Rutland Sailing Club devotes 
plenty of time to people who 
just like messing about in 
boats and it has good facilities 
for disabled people. There are 
special launching points and 
ramps, and the club arranges 
events and training especially 
for disabled people. Anglers 
are also catered for — there are 
jetties which allow wheelchairs 
to be manoeuvred safely. 

And if it is just a gentle sail 
you’re after — with someone 


else at the helm — then that is 
possible too. The Rutland 
Belle offers trips and has a lift 
to help people get aboard. 
Rutland’s wildlife sanctuary 
is one of the best in Europe, 
with around 250 species of 
birds, and the British 
Birdwatching Fair (20-22 
August) attracts thousands of 
people. There is an indoor 
watching centre, and hides are 
adapted for disabled people. 
The Butterfly and Aquatic 
Centre has an accessible walk- 
through jungle of free-flying 
butterflies and birds. But don’t 
look up all the time — there are 
brilliantly coloured carp and 
terrapins in the pools too, 
along with insects, reptiles and 
even, sometimes, an iguana. 


Factfile 


Rutland Water Information Centre, Sykes Lane, Rutland Water 
North Shore, Empingham LE15 8PX, tel: (01572) 653026.. 
Rutland Sailing Club, tel: (01780) 720292. 


Rutland Belle, tel: (01572) 787630. 


Butterfly and Aquatic Centre, tel: (01780) 460515. 

Nature Reserve and Birdwatching Centre, tel: (01572) 770651. 
Rutland Tourist Information Centre, Flores House, 34 High 
Street, Oakham, tel: (01572) 724329. 


F 
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Please state age of child 


’ POST CODE 
~N DAYTIME TELNO Ss 


hen I decided to 

have my leg 

amputated, I didn’t 
know if I’d ever be able to 
cycle again. 

A road traffic accident at 
the age of 22 (I was cycling 
when I was hit by a car, so I’m 
told) put paid to my prospects 
of racing at international 


level. I lived cycling and loved 
it. But in spite of my best 
efforts and those of the sur- 
geons, my severely broken leg 
just would not heal. I made 
one of the biggest decisions | 
have ever had to make and 
opted to have it amputated. 
I’d lost a lot of bone, so my 
limb was already short (at 


Head down: Margaret Biggs on a ten-mile time trial 


HE HOPLA is a walking trainer for children 

who require an assistive aid in developing their 
independent mobility skills. Providing support and 
stability, Hopla is at the same time both functional 
and attractive, encouraging improvement in their 
walking abilities and their freedom of movement 


at play. 


Hopla helps to maintain balance in a standing 
position and assists in providing a natural walking 
posture. Simple adjustments to the height, angle 
and movement ensure safety and individual 
comfort. Hopla comes in two sizes for children 


Manufactured in Sweden by 
Alvema, leading suppliers of 
rehab equipment for children, 
Hopla is available in the UK from 
Rainbow Rehab. 


For full details call FREEPHONE 
0500 618008 or complete the 


from 2-8 years with a wide range of optional 


coupon and send it to: 


RAINBOW 
RERIABS 


RAINBOW REHAB 

FREEPOST, THE COACH HOUSE 
134 PUREWELL, CHRISTCHURCH 
DORSET BH23 1BR 


On a bicycle made 


Fast, fun and good for you too, there’s a bike for everyone, says M 


best I would have always had 
to wear a built-up shoe), and 
my ankle had set solid. 
Fortunately I still have use of 
my knee, as my leg was 
amputated mid-calf. 

I wish I’d known then what 
I have learned over the past 25 
years. I have continued to ride 
an ordinary cycle and to race 
in time trials against able- 
bodied people. My times are 
25 miles in 1 hour 10 minutes 
and 50 miles in 2 hours 30 
minutes. I’ve competed in the 


You’ve got to hand it to her: tryi 


BALSA National Cycling 
Championships and 
represented Britain in the 
European Cycling 
Championship for Disabled 
People as well. 

This gave me the incentive 
to race on a cycle track. I’d 
ridden on these before (they 
are the ones with very steep 
banking) but not since I'd lost 
my leg. The new Velodrome 
had just opened in 
Manchester, only 25 miles 
from my base in Warrington. 
After some coaching I started 
riding the track league. 

I'll never forget my trip to 
the European games. I went to 
Germany only to discover that 
I had no female rider to com- 
pete against. I felt utterly 
deflated, until I was allowed 
to compete with the above- 
knee amputee men and came 
fourth in the 1km track event, 
just behind the French 
national champion. 

Life’s doors continue to 
open and close. My career in 
law recently ended as the 
opportunity emerged for me 
to join the Cycling Project for 


the North West as the Wheels - | 


for All! development officer. I 
had been concerned for some 
time about the lack of help for 
disabled people who want to 
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or you 


tBiggs 


( d had already started Biking 
sability (BAD). 

Cycling Project launched 

; for All! in 1996 to help people 
ges and abilities enjoy getting 
j about on bikes. The Project is 
ty which represents all interests 
ng, from advice and campaign- 
child safety and route planning. 
raises funds to provide hand and 
-ycles for hire (at a minimal 

) at its Wheels for All! centres, 
are located in safe environments. 
l outlay for one cycle can be as 
as £3,000, depending on the type. 


of the Wheels for All! hand cycles 


Hing a cycle that enables a carer 
jisabled person to ride together is, 
le, a fantastic innovation. 

results are astounding. Children 
fdults are able to enjoy cycling and 


}onfidence, receiving both mental 
hhysical stimulation. I have hand- 
feo and, even as a eee 

:, | was very impressed — it’s really 
lean. 
eels for All! centres are mainly in 
brth west, and one will open on 
Virral soon. But we are expanding 
the north east and are working on 
cre in Kielder. 


= <n 


-e are Wheels for All! Centres in 
ord, the Peak District National 
_(at Parsley Hay and Derwent), 
eside, Alsager, Greenbank, 

ley Country Park, Cowm 

‘rvoir, Burnley and Kepplewray. 
land cycles, three-wheelers and 
lems are all available. Staff at the 
ites will instruct you fully and 
|: you’re free to head off at your 
| pace. 
}ou need to leave a £20 deposit for 
|oikes; hire is £4 for half a day and 
for a full day. 


| further information about 
els for All!, contact Margaret 
Vrs at the Cycling Project, 
}0161-745 9099. 


qualified pilot for ten years 

when he was involved in a 
riding accident five years ago. 
Asa T12 paraplegic he carried 
on flying and is now chairman 
of the British Disabled Flying 
Club (BDFC). 

After buying an ex-Soviet 
Yak 52, the biggest challenge 
John faced was modifying the 
controls and getting them 
approved. He contacted the 
Delta Foxtrot Club — now the 
BDFC — to learn about the 
adaptations available to keep 
him flying. 

With a particular interest in 
acrobatics, John started to 
participate in national events, 
winning the British Aerobatics 
Championships (standard 
class) in 1998. 

One of John’s favourite 
manoeuvres is the Lomchovak 
vertical climb, flick and 
tumble. This subjects the pilot 
to positive and negative gravity 
forces far in excess of the 
human body’s design specifica- 
tions. John describes this as 


J ohn Askew had been a 


“maximum excitement”. Like 
the legendary air ace, Douglas 
Bader, he believes his disability 
somehow makes it easier to 
tolerate extreme G-forces. 

John now channels some of 
his energy into encouraging 
others with disabilities to 
experience the freedom of 
flying for themselves. 

The BDFC is a unique 
group which acts as a vital link 
between pilots with disabilities 
and the UK’s flying clubs, 
offering advice and technical 
guidance to both parties. The 
club aims to help as many peo- 
ple as possible access the air, in 
gliders, microlights, balloons 
and powered aircraft. It wants 
to help people start flying and 
continue flying. 

A range of disabilities from 
deafness to paraplegia can be 
accommodated by the club, 
and advice is available on areas 
such as suitable aircraft and 
UK flying club requirements. 
There are growing numbers of 
disabled people in the UK who 
are enjoying a sense of adven- 
ture through flight as pilot or 
passenger — the BDFC has 200 
members, of whom 50 are 
already qualified. 

If you have a pilot’s licence, 
are already learning to fly or 
are just thinking about it, the 
BDFC will certainly be able to 
help by improving some of the 
options open to you. It can 
also keep you in touch with 
what is going on in the world 
of aviation. 


Up, up and away 


Want to feel the wind beneath your wings? Arlene Oldham says 


the British Disabled 


BDFC membership is £10 a 
year, which includes a 
quarterly newsletter. The club 
also holds special flying days 
which allow people to experi- 
ence the freedom of the skies. 
Dates for flying days this 
summer are 14 August at 
Enstone (Oxfordshire), 5 
September at Mona (Anglesey) 
and 18 September at Old 
Sarum (Wiltshire). 


Flying Club could be just what you need 


This year John Askew is competing at intermediate level in the 
British Aerobatics Championships. The competition takes place 
in Peterborough, 3-4 September, and you are welcome to go 
along to watch the fun. Call (01487) 832022 for details. 

Anyone interested in membership of the BDFC should contact 
the club secretary Phil Reeve, British Disabled Flying Club, 
Pantiles, The Street, Tendring, Essex CO16 OBL, 

tel: (01255) 830198. 


PROMBZ 


...Focusing on OUR Children ) 


Disabled Living Advice and Help Desk 

Free Training and Education Seminars 

Santa’s Grotto (free gift for every child) 
Competitions and Fun Activities 

Celebrity Appearances.....And Much More fl 


..in Association with Bolton Even Evening News 


Supported by 


CINEMAS 


owrw SE 


BOLTON 


working with... 


MIDDLEBROOK 


For further information and/or free advance tickets call The Kid-E-Quip Hotline on 


presents... 


The Venue: 


REEBOK STADIUM (Bolton Wanderers F.C) 
Thursday 11the November 1999 10.00am - 8.00pm 


gecsk 
= ariety Club 


Tel 01282 455528 Fax 01282 451608 
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Summer sorties 


From Trafalgar Square tours to touchable trains, Dan Batten 


suggests some more fun outings for summer 


If the July motoring 

supplement got your 

engine revving, why not 
take a trip to Haynes Motor 
Museum in Sparkford, 
Somerset? It houses a collection 


of over 250 cars from large 
American supercars to Minis 
and motorcycles. Tours can be 
tailored to suit an individual 
group’s passions, and you can 
also book activity days, which 


could include a ride in a sports 
car. Go on — have a day that 
will “tyre” you out. Entry is 


£4.95 for adults, £2.95 for chil- 


dren and £3.95 for concessions. 
For details, tel: (01963) 440804. 


Hyundai has been voted the UK 
Automotive Company of the Year 1999 by the 


European Institute of Transport Management | 


and heralded as “one of the top Pe in 
the UK automotive industry”. 


When we design and build cars like the 


Hyundai Atoz, who are we to disagree? 
According to Autocar, the Hyundai Atoz 


represents a “potentially class-busting 


combination of packaging, Pertormarce and 
equipment”. (25-2-98) 


And with easy access via 5 doors, power 
assisted steering, great headroom and superb 


visibility, the Atoz range starts at just £6,949". 


The Atoz has studies, such as air- 


‘conditioning, central locking, electric front 
windows, alloy wheels, metallic paint and a 
avers airbag as standard for only £7, 949". ae 


_There’s also the option of | a 3- -speed fully 
automatic transmission, or (to special order) 

a 5-speed semi-automatic transmission, still _ 
with no advance oo on me ee, 


Scheme?* 


For full details on the Hyunaa 
Scheme and the exciting Hyund 


website on www. ayundel ne 


The Hyundai Atoz. 


Power assisted steering. Automatic transmission. 


But no initial payment. 


Open wide and say “wow”. 


Hyundai Car (UK) Ltd., St John’s Place, Easton Street, High Wycombe, Bucks. HP11 1NL. 


The National Railway 

Museum in York is 

holding Please Touch, 
29 September, a free event for 
groups with special. needs. As 
you might expect, the 
exhibition gives you the chance 
to explore all sorts of railway 
memorabilia and, most 
importantly, lets you flout that 
golden rule “don’t touch”. For 
more details call Bob Gwynne, 
tel: (01904) 686248. 


Visiting London can be 

extremely daunting, 

and getting to the 
biggest sightseeing attractions 
used to tie a lot of people to an 
organised tour. 

Not any more. Guidephone 
lets you dial up a commentary 
on your mobile phone, taking 
in such sites as Buckingham 
Palace, Westminster Abbey and 
Piccadilly Circus, as well as 
some lesser-known places. A 
trial commentary is available 
for Trafalgar Square, tel: 
0171-376 6511. Other sites are 
found on the premium-rate 
number 0906-302 0518 or 
www.guidephone.co.uk 


Have you ever stopped 

to wonder what goes 

through the mind of an 
artist’s model, sitting stock-still 
for hours on end? The Artist’s 
Model: from Etty to Spencer 
runs from 23 July until 26 
September at Kenwood House, 
Hampstead, London, looking 
at the relationship between 
artist and model from 
Victorian to modern times. 
Over 100 works from the likes 
of Henry Moore and Barbara 
Hepworth will be on display. 
Admission to the exhibition is 
£3.50 or £2.50 for concessions. 
Tel: 0181-348 1286. 


Bradford’s National 

Museum of 

Photography, Film and 
Television has just re-opened 
following an 18-month period 
of redevelopment. It now 
claims to be fully accessible and 
has new galleries, including one 
dedicated to the successes of 
British animation. You can also 
check out some of the film clips 


“Hyundai Atoz (manual) at £6,949 and Atoz+ (manual) at £7,949, on the road includin ing | i 
g 12 months Road Fund Licence (not applicable to Higher Rate Mobility Allowance). O 
Optional 5-speed semi-automatic transmission £470, 3-speed automatic transmission £699. TSubject to status. 12,000 miles per annum. Written details on request. sh ees ‘pa Galehs Bitecal 


cinema, and “Bond” with other 


*This is the trademark of Motability: Registered Charity No.299745 /Motability : film fans. Admission is free. 
Tel: (01274) 202030. 
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Shop till you drop 


) Shopmobility will help if you can’t get around, says Kevin White. 
) And if you don’t have a scheme nearby, why not start your own? 


you simply want to be able 
to get your own groceries, 
| Shopmobility is there to assist. 
| There are schemes in shopping 
centres all over the country, and 
| there is nothing to stop you 
| opening your own. 

The schemes hire out 
| scooters and wheelchairs for 
) free or for as little as £1. Some 
} even have volunteers who will 
escort you round the shops. 
| Anyone can make use of a 


|: you’re a shopaholic or if 


| Shopmobility scheme. The aim 


| is simply to help everyone to do 
| their shopping. 

| The earliest scheme was 
founded in Peterborough in 
1976 by Roger Goodacre and 
two others — it was set up with 
the help of development grants 
given to the town. The first 
scheme actually to operate 
under the Shopmobility name 
opened in Milton Keynes in 
1981 and there are now 230 
nationwide. Strangely, there is 
still no Shopmobility scheme in 
central London —a shopping 


CYCLONE. FREEPOST NWW 3068, Ellesmere Port, South 


heaven for many people — 
although there are plans to 
establish one. 

Early schemes were run 
without central support, but in 
1988 the National Federation 
of Shopmobility (NFS) was 
established. New schemes are 
now encouraged to join so that 
they can follow the guidelines 
and maintain the standards set 
by the Federation. The NFS is 
an independent organisation 
that funds itself. 

Shopmobility schemes are 
set up in various ways and with 
different types of support, 
according to Ann Ansell, 
national director of the NSE. 

“Local authorities may wish 
to set up a scheme in their 
shopping centres,” she told 
DN. “Some schemes are set up 
as registered charities and 
others are set up by businesses, 
such as shopping centres.” 

But all new schemes should 
approach the NFS for advice, 
support and an instruction 
manual. The NFS can advise on 


he severed his spinal cord at C6/7. 
and prepared him for life in the outside world, 


In July 1985 Stuart Dunne, the Managing Director and Founder of Cyclone, was 
rushed to the Midlands Centre for Spinal Injuries following a serious RTA In which 


The skill and dedication of staff at Oswestry saw him through the next 6 months 


Fitness Lid 


4 <0 
irral L66 1BR 434 493 


Lo 


insurance, for example, and it 
is important that the public can 
see that a scheme is business- 
like and adequately covered 

for accidents. 

The NFS knows of two or 
three schemes which have shut 
down over the last ten years due 
to a lack of funding, but over 
the past year there have been 30 
to 40 new schemes which are 
now making a go of it. 

So, if you want access to a 
Shopmobility scheme but don’t 
have one in your area, why not 
do yourself and others a 
favour? Consider setting one up 
yourself — it might seem a tall 
order, but it can be done! 


CHECKOUT 


Fill in this form NOW 


Thera Trainer Range 
Power Chairs 5 * 


Sports Chairs 
Everyday Chairs 
Hand Cycles 

All Terrain Vehicies 
Hand Controls 


Versatrainer 
Uppertone 
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The flagship shop 


Just six months after opening in 1993, Burton-on-Trent 
Shopmobility had paid back its East Staffordshire Borough 
Council loan of £20,000. The scheme has since proved so 
successful it has become a flagship for the organisation, winning 
an award from the NFS in 1995 for being the best in the country. 

“We have been giving advice to people who want to start 
Shopmobility schemes for the past four years,” says manager 
Julie Hawk. “People either come and see us or we go to them.” 

Burton-on-Trent makes no charge for its loans, but donations 
are welcome. It also lends people equipment while they are on 
holiday or recovering from a stay in hospital. 

“T think it is an excellent scheme,” said 67-year-old Betty 
Salisbury, a regular user of the Burton-On- Trent Shopmobility 
scheme. “It has improved my way of life — I can now get out and 
about. The staff are helpful and pleasant. They always make 
sure that the right people get the right equipment.” 


Contact the Burton-on-Trent scheme, tel: (01283) 515191. 


If you want further information about existing schemes or 
setting up a new one, contact the National Federation of 
Shopmobility, 85 High Street, Worcester, WR1 2ET, 
tel: (01905) 617761. 

Julie Hawk or Jane Atton at Burton-On-Trent Shopmobility 
would also be happy to help you out if you’re considering 
starting a scheme in your own area, tel: (01283) 515191. 


_Alively scheme in Liverpool 


The Liverpool scheme, based in the Clayton Square shopping 
precinct, has been running for six years. Membership is £10 a 
year and there is a £1 charge for scooters and wheelchairs. Non- 
members are charged £2.50 and have to provide two forms of 
identification. Booking 48 hours in advance is advised. 

Shop organiser Ann Molyneux says the scheme is very 
popular, but they do have to keep an eye on some customers. 

“We had a volunteer who hired a scooter for lunchtimes and 
weekends,” she told DN. “Whenever he brought it back it was 
always covered in mud and grass. It turned out that he played 
golf and used the scooter as a caddy.” 


For information about the Liverpool Shopmobility scheme, 
tel: 0151-708 9993. 


BATHING WITH CONFIDENCE 


The Huntleigh Leo® 
Bathlifter 


e Exceptionally quiet & 
smooth operation. 

e Padding seat for 
comfort and support. 

e Lightweight design and 
“quick release” system 
for easy installation 
and removal. 

e Folding version 
available for optimum 
space saving. 


TO ARRANGE A FREE DEMONSTRATION 
CALL 0151 236 5311 


Huntleigh 


KINETICS 


Tailoring solutions to your moving & handling requirements 


Regent Street, Liverpool L3 7BN 
Tel: 0151 236 5311 Fax: 0151 236 4698 
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Financial Services 
Authority 


after someone, 


if they ve received this letter. 


Someone you look after could have been shortchanged by as much as £4,000 
or more and they may have received a letter from their pension company 
about whether they could have been mis-sold a pension. The information 
enclosed will help them work out whether they need to have their case 
checked. If they do, please offer any help you can with completing the 
Information Request Form enclosed, and return it to their pension company. If the form isn’t returned, their 
pension company won’t check whether they could be due compensation. (Over 350,000 people have already 
accepted compensation of over £2 billion.) If you need more information, call their pension company 
(the number will be on the letter) or call us on 0800 003 007 (or text phone 0800 917 9258). Alternatively 


visit our website, www.pensions.fsa.gov.uk - remember you can access the Internet at most local libraries. 


MIS-SOLD A PENSION? 
THEY .0.U. 


— SSS SSS SSS 
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? Paul Darke 


It’s a long time ago now, but I 
wanted to mention The — 

Disabled Century Debate (BBC 

2,10 June). This seemed 

unconnected, except in title, to 

| The Disabled Century series. It 
wandered aimlessly around the 
issues with a “softly-softly” 
approach. Rachel Hurst saved 

- the day by affirming the social 
model forcefully — that social 
barriers like access constrain 
disabled people — in opposition 
to Margaret Hodge’s desire for 
us to just “see the person”. 

Appointment with Death (C4, 
14 June), a look at the life and 
work of the active euthanasia 
doctor Jack Kevorkian, was a 
wonderful documentary that 
showed Kevorkian as the 
slaughterer of the innocents (he 
claims over a hundred disabled 
people). Kevorkian sealed his 
own fate by admitting the 
deaths while claiming that his. 
victims had chosen to die. 

Everyman: Days of Healing 
(BBC 1, 20 June) followed some 

disabled and ill people seeking 
cures from healers. It was 
interesting enough and had a 
cosy fly-on-the-wall feel, but 
after the Glen Hoddle affair I 
think we have had enough of 
this kind of thing. 

Malcolm and Barbara —a 
Love Story (ITV, 24 June) was a 
moving account of Barbara’s 

physical and emotional 
struggles as her husband 
Malcolm developed 
Alzheimer’s disease. It was a 
tragic tale of love, life and 
liberty, slightly marred by being 
too medical and voyeuristic in 
places. Well done ITV for 
deciding to run the film in peak 
programming time. 

So You Think You're a Good 
Driver (BBC 1, 26 June) was an 
example of how broadcasters 
are taking an integrationist 
approach to disabled people: 
including disability in one 
episode of a mainstream series. 
It was about an older male 
invalid trike user taking to the 
wheel of an “ordinary car”. 
Informative and well made. 

Rear Window (C5, June 26) 
was a recent television film 
remake of Hitchcock's suspense 
classic starring the newly 
disabled Christopher Reeve. It 
was embarrassing in contrast to 
the original which had been on 
only a few weeks earlier and 
further marred by Reeve 
plugging the idea that a cure is 
just around the corner for 
spinal injuries. 

It was, however, less 
embarrassing than The People v 
Jerry Sadowitz (C5, 30 June) 
featuring the disabled comic 
Tony Gerrard. Sad it was, 
funny it was not. 


Fitting praise: The Last Freak Show is yet another great Graeae production 


Dan Batten 


Fittings: The Last Freak Show ¢ 
tells the story of Gusty and his 
troupe of “freaks” en route to 
the Millennium Dome, where 
they hope to cash in by 
showing off their “talents”. 
The focus is intense. Each 
character delivers a monologue 
on their path into Gusty’s 
sideshow. Gusty himself tells of 
his Russian origins in a voice 
not unlike Vlad the Impaler. 
Birdwoman Avia muses how 
she used to fly as a child, while 
Wobble Boy describes how he is 
told to “wobble more” to 
appear more freak-like to the 
audience. A snipe at those who 
mock people with hidden 


disabilities comes from Aqua, 
who is ridiculed for appearing 
“normal” because she turns 
into a mermaid only when 
water is thrown on her. 

Sign Person’s baby is a sly dig 
at disabled people’s supposed 
inability to have a sexual 
relationship. She has an 
abortion when she finds out the 
child will be “impaired”. This 
works well: to hear a disabled 
person spouting certain = — 
traditional views is a great way 
of ridiculing such attitudes. 

Another superb effort from 
Graeae. Making the audience 
aware that they are watching 
people who differ from 
society’s notion of “perfect” in 
a voyeuristic way makes for 
uncomfortable but entertaining 
viewing. 

Edinburgh Festival, from 4 
August, tel: 0131-556 6550. 


a 


Adam Reynolds 


For many art students summer 
is a time of stress as they put up 
the shows by which they will be 
judged. Among them this year 
is James Lancaster, whose work 
I saw recently at Hereward — 
College and the Showcase 
Galleries in Coventry. 

Art schools have been 
notoriously inaccessible — 
things are starting to change. 
One advance is that the 
specialist residential college at 
Hereward now collaborates 
with Bretton Hall in Yorkshire 
— students can follow Bretton 
Hall’s BA in Fine Art while 
living at Hereward and getting 
the support they need there. 
James Lancaster will be the 
first graduate to have taken 
this route. 

Lancaster’s work centres on 
the contrasts and connections 
between mind and body. His 


_paintings and installations are 


uncompromisingly abstract. 

The earliest piece was a series 
of three canvases, pale, abstract 
and dominated by vertical 
lines. Beneath these hung three 
photocopies of the canvases, 
presented identically. The 
tension between the “real” 
object and its imitation was 
fascinating. The knowledge 
that they were about breathing 
and using a ventilator simply 
adds another layer of meaning. 

The main piece consisted of a 
room covered in violent zig- 
zags. The effect was visually — 
and physically — overwhelming. 
My temples were throbbing. It 
is this state that the artist is 
investigating, not sadistically, 
but to convey the effect of 
physical pain on the mind. 

Artistically, Lancaster’s work 
draws on Bridget Riley's Op 
Art experiments of the mid- 
sixties, now being shown again 
at the Serpentine Gallery. His 
work explores the borderland 
between mind and body and is 
strongly rooted in the artist’s 
personal experiences of life on 
the edge. 


Simon Minty 


The Mummy begins in 1230BC 
with an Egyptian priest being 
mummified for having an affair 
with the Emperor’s woman. 
The film then leaps forward to 
the 1920s, when a group of 
hapless people decide to find 
the treasure of the tombs. 
Sound familiar? You’re right, 


this is a poorly scripted rehash ° 


of Raiders of the Lost Ark. 

It is meant to be a horror film, 
yet even the cast never seem to 
be frightened. It also tries to be 
a romantic comedy but only 
occasionally raises a ripple of 
laughter. To a degree it 


The Edinburgh Festival, 8-30 
August, includes two fringe 
shows: Scary Antics (DN, July), 
17-21 August, and In 
Remembrance (wartime poetry 
and theatre), which is per- 
formed by two disabled actors, 
17-30 August. For information, 
tel: 0131-226 5257, minicom: 
0131-220 5594. 

The High Spin dance compa- 
ny is giving a free showing of 
Blind Date White Noise (DN, 
April) at the Royal Festival Hall 
in London, 4 August. High 
Spin is run by Carousel, a char- 
ity which aims to make the arts 
accessible to people with learn- 


-ing difficulties. Royal Festival 


Hall, tel: 0171-960 4242. 
Carousel, tel: (01273) 234734. 


succeeds in being an action 
adventure film — the amazing 
special effects do their work. 

In terms of disability 
portrayal, I must confess I left 
the cinema bemused. There are 
references to impairments, such 
as a man becoming blind, and 
the film (of course) associates 
facial disfigurement with evil. 
Early in the film there is an 
assassin who has a prosthetic 
arm which (of course) is a 
lethal blade. Disabled stuntman 
Louie Brownsell (see Profile, 
p10) completely passed me by — 
which I suppose is probably a 
good thing. 

The film somehow avoids 
being unbearable — but 
only just. 

Simon Minty replaces Michael 
Turner as DN’ film reviewer. 


For total manoeuvrability 


around 
your home 


e Rotates on the spot, turns sharp corners 
« No need to modify your home or office 
» Adjustable seat height for 

working at desk or table 

« Adjustable back 

and armrests for 

total comfort 

« Full guarantee 


FREEPHONE STANNAH 


0800 715 442 


Please call to arrange my free, no obligation home demonstration and trial. 


Please send me a Stannah Power Chair brochure. oO 


Name 


EXT. 6206 


Address 


== 
Stannah 


Power Chairs 


Postcode Tel. 


Stannah Power Chairs Limited, Dept 6206, FREEPOST SA344, Andover, Hants SP10 3BR. Total manoeuvrability 
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24 Mobility roadshow 


Bigger than ever and boasting the latest In 
driving developments — David Griffiths 
checks out the 1999 Mobility Roadshow 


illed as the biggest ever, 

with around 200 

exhibitors and 25,000 
visitors, there can be no doubt 
that the ninth Mobility 
Roadshow at the Transport 
Research Laboratory in 
Crowthorne, Berkshire, was a 
shop window for the world. 
People came from as far as 


France, Germany and the USA 
to see what was on offer. 

This year, the Roadshow was 
organised by the charity 
Mobility Choice, which is 
supported by the Department 
of the Environment, Transport 
and the Regions. It was good to 
hear Glenda Jackson, Minister 
of Transport, reiterating the 


Cool for cars 


Government’s commitment to 
the disabled driver and public 
transport. 

It was virtually impossible to 
cover everything at the show 
even with careful planning. 
Apart from some practical 
gripes — road signs prolific or 
non-existent, no foyer and 
some horrendous queues at the 


Not so smart: The Swatch-designed Smart Car looks good, but try fitting your wheelchair in the back 


More Capacity 


6 Persons including wheelchair 


More Options 


Telescopic side steps 


Choice of wheelchair ramps 


Choice of wheelchair securing 


Detachable tow bar 


More choice 
Full Volkswagen Sharan 
Model Range 


More value for Money 
Fully adapted from 


food outlets (whose counters 
were out of the reach of 
wheelchair users) — there were 
certainly lots of great new 
things on display this year. 

_ Alfred Bekker had two of the 
smartest vehicles at the show — 
matching white Dodge 
Voyagers, one with basic 
modifications and the other 
offering more high-tech 
features, such as remote 
miniature steering. Prices start 
at £16,021. 

On to the people at 
Brotherwood Automobility, 
who hope the Vauxhall Zafira 
conversion will replace the 
much-loved Prairie. I hope to 
test it out shortly — those of you 


Lift-off: the new Parry hoist 


who are still hanging on to old 
Prairies, your prayers may be 
answered soon. The Zafira will 
start at £20,987. 

Nearby, Gowrings were 
making much of DN’s prize of 
a year’s free use of a Renault 
Kangoo, while Jubilee 
Automotive Group were 
showing what can be done with 
a Suzuki Waggon R+ (from 
£8,995). It is a neat vehicle 
which seems to accommodate a 
wheelchair very well. 

Just one lonely motorhome, 
built by Marquis Motorhomes, 
stood at the edge of the outside 
display area. Access is via a 
semi-automatic lift mounted 
externally. That is neat enough, 
but the van is not so practical 
inside. True, there is space 
down the centre aisle for a 
wheelchair user, but there is 
then no room to turn or allow 
other passengers to get 
through. And it’s a pity they 
chose Peugeot rather than Ford 
or Mercedes, since so many 
users of these vehicles want 
automatic transmission. Prices 
are from £23,995 on the road. 

For dreamers, Jim Doran 
had converted a scintillating 
Renault Spyder. It’s no boy 


More Original Features 
Volkswagen seating 


Volkswagen seatbelts 

Volkswagen braking system 
Volkswagen fuel tank 

Volkswagen full size spare wheel 
Modified Volkswagen rear bumper bar 
Volkswagen lock and catch mechanisms 
Volkswagen vehicle roof 

Volkswagen interior roof lining 
Volkswagen vehicle options 
Volkswagen three year warranty 


More Independence 


free no obligation home trial 
and assessment period 


MORE SECURITY OFFERED BY THE LARGEST 
ACCESSIBLE VOLKSWAGEN SHARAN PRODUCER 


All vehicles can be tailored to individual needs 
Telephone to arrange a no obligation one day trial 


AUTOMOTIVE GROUP 


NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 


24 DIANA STREET, NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE NE4 6BQ 
TELEPHONE: (0191) 226 0099 FAX: (0191) 272 1313 
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ND CONTROLS A 


Serious fun for a serious driver: Jim Doran’s converted Renault Spyder 


racer job this one —it isa 
serious car for a serious driver. 
Jim Doran’s electric clutch is 
supplied and fitted for £1,200 
and hand controls cost £300. 
Not all innovations need to 
be big to attract attention. One 
of the main difficulties with 
hoists when using them in cars 
is the need to remove the slings 
in transit. Parry Hoists were 
showing slings for use with 
their rooftop loaders and which 
are comfortable enough for 


Passengers to remain in. Hoists 
start at £849 including fitting. 

Gerald Simonds is now 
doing the Travel Wheelchair, 
which folds up easily into a 
compact space. It’s not made 
for sitting in for long, but it is 
handy. The only trouble is the 
price: £895 plus VAT. 

The silly season entry was 
undoubtedly the Smart car. 
Can this really be a Mercedes? 
Someone had managed to up- 
end a wheelchair and wedge it 


Please quote Ref. AD 915 — 


BEEP ABLE. 


The UK's No. 1 for Quality, Choice and Value 


Padied Seat 
Folds tor storage 
Quiet Operation 
Easy to Use 

Easy to Glean 
Made in the UK 


Cheap to Run 


JOHN FRYE 


into the parcel shelf in an 
attempt to make the vehicle 
look disability friendly. It’s eye- 
catching, but the Smart car is 
not what most disabled users 
need. It’s £6,400 on the road. 

I found it sad that the 
medical advisor for the Driver 
and Vehicle Licensing 
Authority was absent this year 
— the Roadshow used to give 
people a chance to talk to the 
person who is really responsible 
for their motoring safety. 

But the best thing this year 
was meeting so many people 
wanting a car of their own 
without using Motability — and 
this at a time when Motability 
contract hire deals have never 
been better. One woman was 
adamant: “It might be second- 
hand, but it will be mzne.” 
Perhaps the spirit of the 
independent disabled driver is 
returning at long last? 


The innovative Carchair 
system converts from 
an all-purpose 
wheelchair into 

a car seat, in either 
the front passenger 
or drivers’ position. 
Carchair avoids the 


need to transfer or stow 


SYotability 


With The Carchair Wheelchair System 


Opening time: Lord Snowdon, a newcomer to the Roadshow, was 
impressed by the eco-friendly Toyota Prius, whose electric/petrol 
engine produces 90 per cent fewer toxic emissions than other cars. 
Opening the show, he praised legislation that will make public 
transport accessible. But he said rail travel can still be “desperate” 
and an “accessible” taxi he had taken needed a screwdriver for the 
ramp. As provost of the Royal College of Art, he brought some stu- 
dents of industrial design to the show. “We need to concentrate on 
the world of design for everyone in the community,” he said. 


Contacts 


Alfred Bekker, tel: (01377) 241700. 
Brotherwood Automobility, tel: (01935) 872603. 
Jim Doran Controls, tel: (01203) 460833. 
Gowrings Mobility, tel: (01635) 529500. 

Jubilee Automotive Group, tel: 0121-502 2252. 
Marquis Motorhomes, tel: 0800-267 777. 


Parry Car Hoists, tel: (01978) 780279. 
Smart Car UK, tel: 0500-123 456. 
Gerald Simonds, tel: (01296) 436557. 


COCCCHOHCHSHCHOHOHOSHOSHHOHOSEHEELE 
A special millennium Mobility Roadshow is planned 

at Donnington Park in the Midlands, 23-25 June, 2000, 

tel: (01344) 770946. 


the chair, thereby making 


the whole process of 
getting in and out of a 


vehicle so much easier. 


For more details and 

a FREE No Obligation 
demonstration at your 
home Contact: 


se 


Constables 


1D 


Dept. DN, Freepost (BR1032), Mountney Bridge Business Park, Westham, Pevensey, East Sussex BN24 5BR 


Tel: 01323-767574 


Fax: 01323-767603 | 
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Bright ideas 


More gadgets, good ideas and special 
offers from gismo expert Dan Batten 


, eading can be a 
1h me sometimes, 
can’t it? Not because it’s 

yet another Jeffrey Archer 
tome, but because bending to 
read at a desk can give you 
back and neck ache. 

If that’s how you feel, maybe 
you should give the bookchair a 
try. The frame can hold large or 
small books and can be placed 
on a level with your eyeline, 
allowing you to read anywhere 
that you have a solid surface. 
The bookchair comes in five 
colours — cherry red, riding 
green, Oxford blue, bamboo 


and midnight black. 


An easier read: The bookchair 
will save you an aching neck 


DN readers can get the 
bookchair at a special price of 
£15 plus £2.50 p&p from 
Bookchair, PO Box 24533, 
London E17 7SH, tel: 0181-520 
5678. Please state your colour 
preference. The bookchair 
usually retails at around £20. 


ax hose masters of 
sticky stuff, Dycem, 
have gone online with 
their Dycem Non-Slip store. 

For the uninitiated among 
you, the company makes an 
amazing non-slip material 
which has many uses, one of 
the most popular being the 
place mat. 

Why not pay the shop a visit 
at www.dycem.com. The more 
traditional of you can still call 
0800-731 6158. 


f you thought that a 
hearing impairment 
would stop you using a 
mobile phone, you can now 
think again. 

The Nokia LPS-1 loopset 
can be used with the Nokia 
6100 or 5100 series of phones. 
It consists of a wire loop which 
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Non-sticky sticky stuff: 
Dycem’s non-slip material 


you slip around your neck and 
connect to the phone, and 
sound will be transmitted 
direct to your hearing aid. The 
loop has a built in microphone, 
leaving your hands free as you 
talk. The loopset costs £60 and 
is available from phone shops. 
Contact the Nokia Store for 
details, tel: 0171-437 4380. 


Wired for sound: the new 
Nokia loopset 


DN cannot guarantee the 


quality, availability or price 
of any of the products 
described in this article. 


Euroflex Wheelchairs ~~ 
make It easy... 


For full details call FREEPHONE 0500 618008 or 
send the completed coupon to 


RAINBOW == 
REnABe 


\ x 7 hat my teenage 
F son Warwick 
needs (apart from a 
quieter music system!) is an 


electric wheelchair with a hoist 
attached to it. 


Will Q make it for me? Warwick meets Pierce 


Brosnan at Pinewood Studios 


AX 


RAINBOW REHAB - FREEPOST 
THE COACH HOUSE - 134 PUREWELL ~~ 
CHRISTCHURCH - DORSET BH23 1BR 


Aan 


/ & NAME 
2 DAYTIME TEL NO. 


As far as we know, no such 
device exists at present, but just 
think how it would change 
our lives. 

No more fears when we’re 
out and about that we won’t be 
able to find a 
couple of helpful 
strangers to lift 
Warwick on to 
the loo. No more 
problems with 
low tables in 
eating places —I 
could hoist him 
into cafe chairs, 
the car ora 
cinema seat. 
Need I go on? 

I know it will 
probably take the 
skills of James 
Bond’s Q to 
design such a 
thing, but it 
would definitely 
be worth the 
effort. 

So, come on 
you wheelchair 
boffins, get on 
with it! 


ee 2 eae 
OF THE EUROFLEY 5s 
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Fun and games 27 


Your stars 


By DN’s 
astrologer 
Marion 
Stanton 


August is of major significance. 
The total eclipse of the sun will 
form a grand cross with an 
opposition to Uranus in 
Aquarius squaring an 
opposition between Saturn in 
Taurus and Mars in Scorpio. 
Anyone affected by this will be 
meeting some solid opposition 
or a total bedrock of support. 

Many astrologers forecast an 
apocalypse, or at least more 
devastation than usual (natural 
or man-made). I believe life will 
go on — just with a little more 
intensity than usual. 

LEO (24 July-23 Aug) 

The eclipse is taking 

place in your sign. This 
could make you a force to be 
reckoned with. Let’s hope the 
things you are pushing for are 
the right ones! Try not to be 
ruthless in your attempts to 
realise your ambitions. You 
could hurt yourself and others. 

VIRGO (24 Aug-25 Sept) 

Venus turns retrograde 
in your sign this month. 

This could bring an unexpected 

cooling-off period in a close 

relationship. Be patient. Focus 
on giving a little good fortune 
to those who have been 

knocked for six by the eclipse. 

LIBRA (24 Sept-23 Oct) 

Your finances should 

improve, but you need 
to ensure you are considerate of 
others to avoid further 
setbacks. If you’ve got it, give 
generously. At the very least be 
kind and stay out of trouble. 

SCORPIO (24 Oct-22 Nov) 

You have Mars in your 

sign, but this is an angry 
planet and it could ignite an 
unpleasant spark in you. Use 
your energy for good rather 
than evil. 

SAGITTARIUS (23 Nov-21 Dec) 
The best will in the 
world won’t budge you 

an inch at the moment. Try to 


focus your attention on friends 

who might be having a tough 

time from the total eclipse. 

CAPRICORN (22 Dec-20 Jan) 
The eclipse is likely to 
affect you like a nagging 

toothache rather than a major 

cataclysm. Irritations will 
pursue you so you might as 
well sit tight and be 
philosophical. It will pass 

in time. 

AQUARIUS (21 Jan-19 Feb) 
Aquarians will feel the 

WY full blast of the eclipse. 

Uranus rules Aquarius, but it is 

an unstable planet and you 

cannot trust it this month. Try 
not to make any big steps or 
decisions this month. 

PISCES (20 Feb-20 Mar) 
Despite the tension you 
might be feeling inside, 

Pisces could be the sign to calm 

the troubled waters many will 

find themselves in during 

August. You need to be willing 

to give your support to others. 

ARIES (21 Mar-20 Apr) 

You might want to 
9 6. unleash feelings of 
anger but that will help no- 
one. Any negative energy you 
give out lacks direction. Try 
instead to use your self-belief 
to be a rock to others who are 
less sure of themselves. 

TAURUS (21 Apr-21 May) 

The eclipse has a direct 

effect on you — and it 
may be felt as a constriction on 
your plans. You will be inclined 
to deal with this by playing the 
victim or the tyrant. Neither of 
these tactics will bring you 
long-term gains. 

GEMINI (22 May-22 June) 
There will be relief from 
difficulties in a close 

relationship. But it is likely that 

your partner is not telling you 
everything. Play your cards 
close to your chest — you could 
be in for a waiting game 

in August. 

CANCER (23 June-23 July) 

60 You will weather the 

OO storm of the eclipse 

better than others. Your energy 

will be positive and you can 
afford to lend a little to others. 

But watch out for unusual ideas 

or proposals — try to keep to 

the straight and narrow. 


THE ACCESSIBLE WORLD 


When accessibility counts for so much in a holiday, look 
no further!! The accommodation we recommend has been 
checked by one of our representatives, where possible. 
Our 1999 brochure offers a wide range of holidays around 
the world whether you want Sun, Sea and Sand, a City Break, 
a Self-Drive holiday or even a long winter stay, it’s all there. 


Send for a copy now! 


CAN BE DONE LIMITED 
7-11 Kensington High Street, London W8 SNP 


Tel: 0181-907 2400 
E-mail: cbdtravel@aol.com 


Fax: 0181-909 1854 
Website:www.canbedone.co.uk 
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COMPILED BY REBECCA REYNOLDS 


Candid 
Dan 


Film mania 
ruled in June. 
A friend was 
missing her old 
mates in 
London, so 
yours truly got 
said miscreants to record 
goings-on with Ollie’s 
video camera. 

Ian, with aspirations to 
work in film, assumed the 
role of cameraman with 
aplomb. From shimmying 
around Safeway to 
performing one’s ablutions, 
the tape rolled. 

Humorous events aplenty 
were captured, including a 
3am cab ride with two 
extremely smashed gents 
and a bemused cabbie. 

But attempts at culture 
were short-lived. A poetry 
section started nicely with 
some Auden. Then my 
friend Dr Windsor 
contributed a tale — Eskimo 
Nell was the height of 
refinement compared to his 
obscene ode. 

A triumph in the pub 
quiz also featured. Cheating 
aplenty occurred, courtesy 
of my mobile phone. If 
Chris Tarrant lets you 
phone a friend, why 
couldn’t we? 

Less tasteful were some 
of the out-takes. One 
involved yours truly being 
followed into a pub loo and 
having the door of my 
temporary dwelling place 
kicked open, with four faces 
shouting “Surprise!” I was 
not amused. 

The end product, 
although slightly ragged, 
managed to cause mass 
hilarity. So confident are the 
production crew (me) of its 
quality that the Beeb’s 
Community Programme 
Department is going to get a 
copy. Watch out — such 
high-class entertainment 
will double the licence fee. 


DN’s crossword 


sponsored by 
Creating opportunities with disabled people 


LEONARD CHESHIRE” 


ACROSS 2. Disabled Irish artist 


1. 


Immoral or degenerate (8) (7,5) 


5. Halt (4) 3. Stubbornly determined 
9. Big (5) person (7) 

10. Same try (anag — 7) 4. Mad coin (anag — 7) 
11. End an argument (4,3,4,2) 6. Motif (5) 

13. Wood nymph (5) 7. Fork out (3,2) 

14. Political cupboard? (7) 8. Turkish city (8) 

17. White tree (5) 12. Employ (3) 

20. Large hall (5) 13. Disaster or flop (7) 
21. Wilfred...., war poet (4) 15. Party snacks (7) 

22. Subdued (5) 16. Noddy’s home (7) 

24. Zodiac sign (3) 18. Minister for disability 
25. American rubbish? (7) issues (5) 

DOWN 19. Organ of the body (5) 
1. Enemy of Dr Who (5) 23. Supporter (3) 


A range of products to help you 
maintain your independence. 
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SHOWERS WHH 
EASE OF ACCESS 


Showers without ramps or steps for 
_ ease of access and with choice of 
sizes to suit individual needs. 


For FREE BROCHURES inehiding details of 
our complete range of showering, bathing, moving 


and handling products call the number below. 


FREE BROCHURE 


Enittern 


Invadex 


Bringing care to the community 


Call freephone 0800 9170399 
Chiltern House, 6 Wedgwood Road, 
Bicester Oxon OX6 7UL. Fax: 01869 247214 
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I’m frantic with worry 


I think it is possible my mother may be showing symptoms of 
dementia and I am frantic with worry. 

I don’t think I have ever seen any correspondence in your 
column about Alzheimer’s disease and the shattering effect it has 
on people’s lives. Mostly, it seems, people do not want to talk 
about this — it is just too frightening. 

Do any of your readers have experiences or ways of coping 
that they could share with us? 


Jennie, Wolverhampton 


I am extremely sorry to hear your concerns about your mother. 
Does she have similar worries? Because it would be very 
important that she discusses any worries of this kind with her 
doctor. There are many conditions which may explain the 
symptoms she is experiencing. 

You may find it helpful to read Living in the Labyrinth. Its 
author, Diana Friel McGowin, has Alzheimer’s disease and 
founded a support group in her home town of Orlando, Florida. 
In her book Diana relives the good days and the bad, 
confronting ethical issues such as the right to die, living wills, 
support groups and care for people in the early stages. She 
describes how important it is for people to meet together when 
their condition is in the early stages. 

Harry Cayton, director of the Alzheimer’s Disease Society, 
describes the book as a “remarkable story by any measure ... 
remarkable for its courage and determination ... remarkable that 
she was able to write it at all”. 

The Alzheimer’s Disease Society would also be glad to advise 
you via its helpline. They have about 300 branches and support 
groups and I am sure you would find some of their publications 
very helpful. 


BACKPAIN @ ARTHRITIS ¢ HIATUS HERNIA 


The Concern for Comfort Adjustable Bed has proved to be a boon to 
sufferers of a wide variety of medical conditions. If you are troubled by: 


‘worry-free’ 


LIFETIME GUARANTEE 


on motors 


arthritis/ 
rheumatism 


high & low 
back pain 
Relax . hiatus hernia 
heal = swollen legs/ 
muscles ‘ oedema 

poor 
circulation 
tight 
shoulders 
‘respiratory 
problems 


stress & 
tension 


Sit up at the touch of a button 


Relieve pressure 
on aching joints 


Improve circulation 


Get in and out of bed 


Put your feet up, 
more easily 


unwind and relax 


Sleep in a comfortable 
natural position 


oy CONCERN FOR COMFORT | 
..the rest comes naturally ([@e)(e\elmeselanlelia ; 
RS 
FREEPHONE 0800 371663 


DN8/99 
Name(Title) 


Phone 


Address 


Postcode - 


CONCERN FOR COMFORT « FREEPOST (PAM 6722) LONDON W13 OBR 
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w Jove and loneliness 


= bereavement 
= personal problems 


= advice and support 


God’s gift 

Browsing through old DNs, I 
was shocked to see a letter 
written to you under the title 
“Living will is the way”. 

I would like to say this. If 
our life is God’s gift to us and 
the way we live our life is our 
gift to God, what right do we 
have to take it upon ourselves 
to destroy that gift, no matter 
what it entails? I am in my 
forties and have suffered a lot 
of pain since birth. If my life 
had been terminated at an early 
age because of all the pain I 
was in, I would not have had 
the opportunity of having the 
wonderful memories of what I 


_have achieved. 


Lorraine, West Midlands 


You do say “if” our life is God’s 
gift to us, and many people do 
not believe in God. They may 
feel that having compassion for 
fellow human beings is their 
highest concern. 

For those who have never 
encountered living wills, they 
are no more than statements 
which allow people to leave 
instructions about the medical 
treatment they want to have, in 
case there comes a time when 
they are no longer capable of 


A UNIQUE SERVICE! 


DN’s telephone counsellor Lin Berwick gives 
disabled people and carers advice and support on 
personal and spiritual problems. Disabled herself, 
Lin is a psycho-therapeutic counsellor and 
Methodist local preacher, and has a postgraduate 


diploma in homeopathic medicine. Talk to her on (01787) 
882111 on Mondays 6pm-10pm and Thursdays 1pm-Spm. 


Send your letters to: Ann Darnbrough, Disability Now, 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW or email editor@disabilitynow. org.uk 


making or communicating 
their own decisions. 


Apartment problems 

My problem concerns the 
difficulties I am having in the 
council flat I have been living in 
for the last 23 years. 

I have brittle bones and am a 
wheelchair user. I have great 
difficulty opening the 
communal entrance doors as 
they are situated on a slight 
slope and open outwards. 

This means I have to pull 
open the door, slide myself 
backwards, throw the doors 
open as best I can and then 
make a dash for it. 

I have been on the council 
exchange list since 1990 and 
have been told I am at the top 
of it. But they send me to see 
places that are inaccessible and 
most unsuitable for me. 

I also have a Motability car 
and I really need a driveway. At 
present I often have to park 
way down the street, then 
negotiate two kerbs — not an 
easy task if I am bringing in 
bags of shopping. 

I have been in touch with all 
kinds of people, including local 


& Gk MI oy 


COACHWORK 
Specialist Conversions 


Introducing the new Mercedes Benz Vito wheelchair 
accessible people carrier. High quality with easy access and 


excellent visibility. 


Passenger layout options include: 


e 5 seats + one wheelchair e 4 seats + two wheelehaie 


Features include: 
e access via automatic side 
underfloor lift or rear ramp 


e automatic or manual 
transmission 

e electric mirrors and windows 

e power steering 

e central locking 

e air Suspension 


e unleaded petrol or diesel engine 


SPECIALIST WHEELCHAIR CONVERSIONS 


We specialise in wheelchair accessible conversions based on most 
popular makes. Conversions on new or good quality used base 
vehicles. Also a stock of used, refurbished van conversions & mini 
buses. Conversions for 1 to 4 wheelchairs & 2 to 8 seats with 
electric lifts, ramps or lowering suspension. 


For advice and information on conversion and motability, contact 
David Vooght, G&M Coachwork, Teign Valley, Trusham, Newton 
Abbot, Devon TQ13 ONX 
Tel: 01626 853050 


councillors, my MP, Tony Blair, 
social workers and the Brittle 
Bone Society. 

Some people have been 
really supportive, but I still 
don’t get anywhere. What else 
can I do? 


Christine, Manchester 


If it is going.to take a long time | 


to move to a new flat, you 
could see if your present home 
and its surroundings can be 
adapted so you can manage 
more easily. 

As far as the building’s 
communal door is concerned, 
might it not be a solution for 
the council to rehang it so that 
it opens inward? That would 
probably make access to your 
block much simpler. 

I can see it would be best if 
you had your own driveway, but 
in the meantime couldn’t you 
try to get a designated parking 
space right outside the entrance 
to your flat? 

Under the Road Traffic 
Regulations Act 1984 (as 
amended by the Road Traffic 
Act 1991), local authorities are 
permitted to designate on- 
street parking places for 
disabled people and they can 
mark the road for that purpose. 


Living in the Labyrinth, £12.95 | 


(plus £1 p&p), Mainsail Press, 
6 Parsonage Street, Cambridge 
CBS 8DN, tel: (01223) 350818. 


Contact the Alzheimer’s 
Disease Society at Gordon 
House, 10 Greencoat Place, 
London SW1P 1PH, helpline: 
0845-300 0336. 


Did you know? 


DN’s website has a guest 
page on which you can write 
non-confidential messages — 
use it if you think other 
readers will be able to 
answer a question you might 
have or to give other people 
information about your 
organisation or experiences. 
Why not take a look? 


The guest page and the rest 
of the DN website can be 
found at http://www: 
disabilitynow.org.uk 
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working age people with hidden disabilities, who are in or 
seeking employment and have experienced further or higher 
education. I am looking for people who would be willing to 
complete a questionnaire, with possible telephone interview. If 
you can help contact Fiona Boyd, University of Sunderland, 
Priestman Building, Green Terrace, Sunderland SR1 3PZ, 

tel: 0191-266 0116, e-mail: fiona.boyd@sunderland.ac.uk 


Winged Fellowship Trust are carrying out a national survey 
looking at the quality of respite/short term breaks available to 
disabled people and carers. They would like to hear people’s 
experiences to compile a confidential report to be published 

17 October. Please write to Suzanne Butters, Communications 
Manager, Winged Fellowship Trust at 23b New Street, Salisbury 
SP1 2PH, or tel: (01722) 332768. 


e What’s on 


Cancer Alternative Information Bureau (CAIB) will hold a two day 
eminar on alternative and complementary methods of cancer 
sontrol and prevention, 13-14 September, London. Topics to be 
sovered include the cause of cancer, whether it can be controlled by 
ilternative means and whether it can be avoided by preventative 
neans. Lectures include healing, homeopathic medicine and 
ifestyle changes. Cost and full details from Tina Cooke, CAIB, PO 
30x 285, 405 Kings Road, London SW10 OBB, tel: 0171-266 1505. 


A bilityNet, the computer technology charity, will hold a one day 
workshop, Enabling Technology — Low Cost, No Cost!, on 23 
september, London. It’s aimed at professional advisers, employers 
sreparing for the DDA, IT specialists and individual users. Cost 
ind details from Course Administrator, AbilityNet, PO Box 94, 
Warwick CV34 SWS, tel: (01926) 312847. 


Retinoblastoma (Rb) Society will hold their Annual Day, 25 
september, London, looking at the achievements and experiences of 
Xb children. You can meet other individuals and parents, and there 
will be workshops on the genetics of Rb. Contact Jenny Coates, 
The Retinoblastoma Society, c/o Academic Department of 
Paediatric Oncology, St Bartholomew’s Hospital, London EC1A 
TBE, tel: 0171-600 3309. 


Henshaw’s Society for the Blind will hold a millennium Ultimate 
Borneo Challenge, to raise £100,000. Entrants will scale the 4,000m 
Mount Kinabalu , mountain bike for 180km through rainforest, 
white water raft the River Pada and scuba dive in the Pacific. Full 
details from Joanna Parry, Henshaw’s Challenge Event Co- 
ordinator, John Derby House, 88-92 Talbot Road, Old Trafford, 
Manchester M16 0GS, tel: 0161-872 1234. 


RNIB will be holding a series of Professional Development/Open 
Days from the end of 1999 through to October 2000. They include 
low vision/visual impairment awareness, employment rehabilitation 
and enabling technology. All are based in Loughborough. For full 
details of each day contact Michelle Drain, RNIB Vocational 
College, Radmoor Road, Loughborough, Leicestershire LE11 3BS, 
tel: (01509) 611077, fax: (01509) 232013. 


¢ Information 


Age Concern has published the 
second edition of CareFully —a 
handbook for home care 
assistants, informing domiciliary 
care staff about qualifications. 
Each chapter (four are new) 
relates to an NVQ unit; a useful 
resource for those aiming for 
S/NVQ Level 2. £12.99, from 
Age Concern England Mail 
Order Department, 1268 Astral 
Road, London SW16 4ER, tel: 
0181-765 7203, or from 
bookshops, ISBN 0 86242285 X. 


The Rehabilitation Resource 
Centre, City University London 
invites entries for the annual 
ReHab Network Awards, for 
individuals who feel their work 
— or their organisation’s work — 
“enables disabled people to 
achieve their full potential in 
relation to work” in an 
innovative way. Entry forms 
and details from the Centre at 
City University, Northampton 
Square, London EC1V OHB, 
tel: 0171-477 8377. Closing date: 
7 September. 


The Winston Churchill 
Memorial Trust is offering 
Year 2000 Travelling Fellowships 
to those wanting to carry out 
projects abroad, either trade, 
craft or profession. They’re 
open to UK citizens and no 
special qualifications are 
needed. For full details send an 
SAE (22cm x 11cm) to the 


CROSSWORD ANSWERS 
ACROSS: 1. Decadent _ 
§. Stop 9. Large 10. Mastery | 
11. Kiss and make up 
13. Dryad 14. Cabinet 
17. Birch 20. Lobby 21. 
Owen 22. Cowed 24. Leo 
25. Garbage 
DOWN: 1. Dalek 2. Christy 
Brown 3. Diehard 
4. Nomadic 6. Theme 7. Pay 
up 8. Istanbul 12. Use 
13. Debacle 15. Nibbles 
16. Toytown 18. Hodge 
19, Heart 23. Fan | 


More mobility for less... 


3. Tri-wheel walker 

¢ Folding walker/rollator 

e Adjustable height 31” 
to 37” (79cm - 94cm) 

e Ideal for easy 
transportation 

e Easily operated brakes S/P) 

£85 including leather 

bag and basket 


2. Cruiser walking 
aid/shopper 

e Sturdy and reliable 

¢ Large comfortable 
seat with backrest, 

shopping basket 

e Folds away for easy 
storage 


wheelchair 

¢ Cushion 

¢ Quick release wheels 
S/P 


* Folding back 

¢ Flip back armrests 

* Swing away footrests 
e Various colours e Weighs only 4kg 


4. Steel wheelchair 

e Removable desk arm 

e Folding back 

e Adjustable footplates 
with heal straps 

¢ Quick release wheels 


5. Folding adjustable 
walking stick 

e Very strong made 
from lightweight black 
or bronze anodised 
aluminium with strap 

e Adjusts in height 

7” 


£209 Self-propellor 32" -3 
£199 Transit £9.99 


Trust at 15 Queen’s Gate 
Terrace, London SW7 5PR, tel: 
0171-584 9315. Closing date for 
applications: 22 October 1999. 


The Royal Association for 
Disability and Rehabilitation 
has updated its guide If Only 
I'd Known That A Year Ago. 17 
chapters include benefits, sport, 
equipment and transport. It 
also has useful addresses of 
disability organisations. £5, 
from RADAR, 12 City Forum, 
250 City Road, London EC1V 
8AF, tel: 0171-250 3222. 


¢ Useful websites 


¢ Video top ie : 
1. THE MASK OF ZORRO iy 


(Columbia Tristar): Film version 
of the swash-buckling hero. 

2. SAVING PRIVATE RYAN [fT 
(CIC): Spielberg’s war epic 
with Tom Hanks at the helm. 
3. RUSH HOUR (EV): qT 
Jackie Chan in dull flick saved 
by its martial arts action. 

4. THE NEGOTIATOR (Warner): [1 
Hostage negotiating thriller 
following the usual lines. 

5. BLAZE (EV): Wesley Snipes EF 


as a leather-clad avenger. 


Chart supplied by MIRB. 
QJ Word-for-word captions 


Ce ne en eee ie series ber ge ae 


REGIONAL SITES 


http://www.sda.dircon.co.uk 


CHARITIES 


Direct Action Network (DAN): 


EDUCATION 


http://www.batod.org.uk 


http://www.niace.org.uk 


a 


Legal Aid 


Disability Nottinghamshire Online: 
http://www.innotts.co.uk/disabilitynotts 
Gateshead Council on Disability: 
http://www.disabilitygateshead.org.uk 

Ideas in Motion (Merseyside action group): 
http://www.merseyworld.com/iim 

North Dorset Disability Information Service: 
http://members.aol.com/norddis4qx/default.htm 
Southwark Disablement Association: 


Stoke-on-Trent City Council’s Access Pages: 
http://www.stoke.gov.uk/accessweb/index.html 


Deafblind UK Scotland: http://www.deafblindscotland.org.uk 


http://www.disabilitynet.co.uk/groups/dan/index.html 
Down’s Heart Group: http://www.downs-heart.downsnet.org 
ME Association Young People’s Group: 
http://www.cix.co.uk/~meaypg/index.htm 

Royal Association in aid of Deaf People: 
http://www.royaldeaf.org.uk/royaldeaf 


British Association of Teachers of the Deaf: 


National Association for Adult Learning (NIACE): 


DN's 
website 
list 


David Levene & Co Solicitors 


DO YOU REQUIRE LEGAL 
ADVICE OR ASSISTANCE? 


We are a leading firm of Solicitors specialising in providing 
legal assistance to disabled people and their families, children and 


students, in the following areas: 


e Education Law (including Special Educational Needs) 


e Community Care Law 


¢ Disability Discrimination Act Claims 
e Local Government/Public Law 
e Personal Injury/Medical Negligence 


Claims 
e Health Law 


Our other areas of expertise include: 


e Family 

e Housing 

¢ Employment 

e Property, Wills and Probate 


Our experienced team of lawyers include 
David Ruebain and Joanna Owen, who 
are themselves disabled and involved 
in the Disability Rights Movement, and 
Douglas Silas, a fluent British Sign 
Language user, who works with the Deaf 
community. 


We are located in Wood Green in North 
London but also have offices in Camden, 
Stratford and Birmingham. We undertake 


Stop Press 


News about the 
provisions of the 
Disability Discrimination 
Act (DDA) coming into 
force in October 1999 
A new handbook — Notes on 
the Disability Discrimination 
Act as at May 1999 — 
written by David Ruebain 
is essential reading for 
organisations committed to 
promoting good practice 
under the Act. Includes 
sections on the impact and 
interpretation of the Act to 
date and guidance on the 
new regulations. For your 
copy please send a 
cheque/postal order for 
£10, payable to David 
Levene & Co to the 
address below. Contact 
David Ruebain if your 
organisation would like 
training on the DDA. 


Legal Aid work as well as private cases. 


£369 Self-propellor e Available in blue & red 7 zi,) 
£359 Transit £110 =|... | i Oe 
Free postage and packaging. For further information or to place an order please call DISCOU NT 
freephone 0800 917 8153. Delivery will be made within 28 days. If you are not fully 

satisfied with your product return it to us within 7 days and we will give you a full refund. MOBILI TY 


For free initial and confidential advice contact us at: David Levene 
& Co Solicitors, Ashley House, 235-239 High Road, Wood Green, 
London N22 8HF. Telephone: 0181-881 7777, Fax: 0181-889 6395, 
Minicom: 0181-881 6764, E-mail: info@davidlevene.co.uk 
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30 Classified 


tel: 0171-619 7320, fax: 0171-619 7331, 
minicom: 0171-619 7332, 


DisabilityNOW linage 


If you want to 
sell something, 
fill out the form 
below. For 
personal ads, 
follow the 
instructions 
bottom right 


¢ Personal 


HONEST, CARING MALE, 28, with slight 
cerebral palsy, 6ft and slim. I have my 
own typesetting and litho printing busi- 
ness. My interests are driving, pool, 
music, antiques and socialising. I’m seek- 
ing a female for friendship with a view to 
possible relationship. Nationality or sin- 
gle mum no problem. Box No. 393 


DYSLEXIC DAVID, THEATRE designer 
Edinburgh/Derbys. Too late to get 
reaquainted after over a year? Jinxed Jo. 
Box No. 394 


CHARMING, WITTY LADY, 29, wheelchair 
user. Independent, adventurous and spir- 
ited Cancerian, into travel, theatre and 
cooking. Wltm sociable, sincere, n/s 
male, 25-45 with gsoh, to share intelli- 
gent conversation, exciting excursions 
and cozy nights in. Box No. 395 


MY NAME IS Michael. I’m a Christian 
astrologer (not professional). I have a 
rare type of dyslexia. | am longterm 
unemployed but have my own house. My 
interests are history, old-time dancing, 
piano, newspaper cuttings and steam 
engines. I’m a young looking 49 and 
wltm a lady, perhaps younger. I’m 6ft 
and slim. I live near Bishop’s Stortford. 
Box No. 396 


INDEPENDENT MALE, YOUNG 57, with 
mild cerebral palsy. Caring, considerate, 
understanding, home owner. I enjoy 
visiting interesting places, antique fayres 
and swapmeets. Still seeking that special 
lady for companionship etc. If like me, 
you’re a n/s and like a quiet home life, 
I would love to hear from you. Box 


No. 397 


36-YEAR-OLD male with hydrocephalus, 


who is a keen sports fan, seeks male 


penpals aged 18-36, with a mild disability, © 


who play sports as well. I’m keen to hear 
from any one, especially those that like to 
play football. Box No. 398 


MY NAME IS FIONA, I’m 39 and have 
cerebral palsy. I’m seeking contact with a 
male of similar age for company and 
interest — going out and having fun. 
Box No. 399 


44-YEAR-OLD, French male with cerebral 
palsy, graduated in pulic law, living on 
my own. I wltm a disabled english girl as 
a penfriend, aged 25-35, possibly leading 
to relationship. Box No. 400 


PART-TIME 33-YEAR-OLD male. Partially 
sighted single parent. I am fun loving, 
enjoy music, walks in the park and bike 
riding. I’m looking for a long lasting 
relationship with a caring lady aged 
25-40. Box No. 401 


SOULMATE SOUGHT BY young 40-year- 
old, intelligent male, Sft 10in. Talkative, 
passionate, affectionate. Wltm a cheerful, 
petite female. I am slightly disabled, 
financially secure and am interested in 
“New Age” philosophies. Box No. 402 


MALE, SCIENCE GRADUATE, with slight 
mental health disability. Although I can 
do most educational things, I wltm some- 
one to revive me socially. You won’t 
regret getting in touch, so get writing. 
Box No. 403 


36-YEAR-OLD gay guy with cerebral palsy, 
wheelchair user, gsoh, interests include 
music, drama and sport. Wltm similar 
guy for friendship and fun. Box No. 404 


LADY, YOUNG 65 with gsoh, has slight dif- 
ficulty walking. I am looking for similar 
male or female with gsoh for friendship. 
Your own transport would be a help. 
East London area. Box No. 405 


: Wheelchairs/scoote 


COMMUTER ELECTRIC 3-WHEEL scooter 
with battery charger, new batteries and 
tyres, waterproof cape and cushion. 


£650. Tel: 0181-520 7717. 


MOBILITY 4-WHEEL SCOOTER. Excellent 
condition, £750. Tel: (01622) 746476 
(Maidstone, Kent area). 


SUNRISE POWERTEC F40 powered wheel- 
chair. Excellent condition, hardly used, 
with dedocking motors. New cost 
£2,750, sell for £1,600 ono. Tel: (01902) 
657620. 


SUNRISE SPIRIT ELECTRIC wheelchair 
with kerb climber, elevated leg rest, vgc. 
£1,250 ono. Tel: 0181-441 3229. 


PERMOBIL ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR, 
5 years old, excellent condition. Back 
reclines, feet elevate, chair tilts. Black 
leather seat, grey body, alloy wheels, 
charger. Owner collects. £2,100. Tel: 
0181-207 6218. 


POWERTEC F40 POWERCHAIR. 16in seat, 
maintenance free battery and charger. 
Bought 1998, very little use, excellent 
condition. £2,250 ono. Tel: (01275) 
541850. 


SUNRISE MEDICAL ELECTRIC wheelchair. 
Kerb climber, free wheel device, new bat- 
teries, excellent condition. £900 ono. Tel: 
(01992) 466595. 


ELECTRIC 4-WHEEL SCOOTER. Excellent 
condition, £500. Tel: (01895) 634810. 


e Cars/vans 


VW CARAVELLE 2.5 GL. P reg, auto, dark 
green, 45k miles. Adapted for 2 wheel- 
chairs, side ramp, both front seats swivel 
allowing transfer. Remote central lock- 
ing, insurance, alarm. Great drive. 
£17,500. Tel: 0171-414 5627. 


CHAIRMAN TERRA ESTATE. 5S seats plus 
wheelchair which has access via ramp. 
Straps, clamps, white, 16k miles, H reg, 
super condition. £3,750. Tel: (01908) 
SO1S9 7: 


DAIHATSU HIJET-WHEELCHAIR carrier. 
Diesel, R reg, vgc. £6,250 ono. Tel: 
(01822) 820289 (Devon). 


ELAP DISABLED PASSENGER car seat fix- 
ing poles, 46cm front/back, 51cm side/ 
side. Hardly used. Offers please. Tel: 
(01926) 886975. 


RENAULT EXTRA 1.9 diesel. 1996, P reg, 
48k miles, red. £6,500 ono. Tel: (01327) 
871568. 


FORD TRANSIT AUTO. L reg, 16k miles, 
pas, electric windows, side lift, wheel- 
chair driver or passenger, MOT. £10,000 
ono. Tel: 0181-203 5953 (not Saturdays). 


RENAULT EXTRA 1.9 EST. Diesel, 1995, 
M reg, 1,800 miles. Converted for wheel- 
chair. Complete with ramp, chain lock- 
ing system. Excellent condition. £7,995. 
Tel: (01455) 632299. 


RENAULT MASTER MINIBUS. Hydraulic 
wheelchair lift and 5 passenger seats with 
belts. 1989, rear heater, excellent condi- 
tion, fsh. £3,250. Tel: 0117-971 2122 (day) 
0117-983 7310 (evenings/weekends). 


IN-CAR HOIST, £600. Tel: 0181-472 8252 
(after 6pm). 


SEAT, H REG, 28K miles, with ramp, har- 
ness and electric winch. £1,600. Tel: 
(01329) 841410 (Hants). 


RENAULT EXTRA L REG. Fully converted 
for 1 wheelchair user via rear access. 
Seats 2 passengers plus driver. MOT, 
taxed until 2000, vgc, 1 careful owner. 
£4,500. Tel: (01302) 742174 (after 4pm). 


DRIVER’S ROTATING SEAT, specially made 
for Ford Granada, but compatible with 
many large cars. Swivels, slides back and 
forth, locks in any position. Cost £2,625 
including design and development, will 
accept £500. Tel: 0121-353 6198. 


PEUGEOT 806 2.0 SR. Petrol, 5 seats, 
S reg, 6,300 miles, Constables carchair 
system fitted passenger attendant chair. 
As new, £17,900. Tel: (01842) 811255 or 
(07957) 872632 (mobile). 


CHAIRMAN METRO, AUTOMATIC. Gowring 
conversion, vgc, low mileage. Rear access 
ramp, MOT until April 2000. Must sell 
due to bereavement. £5,500 ono. Tel: 
(01743) 365721 (Shrewsbury). 


FORD ESCORT, M REG, 1400cc, 7,300 
miles. Constables carchair front passen- 
ger fitted. Immaculate throughout. 
£7,000 ono. Tel: (01932) 240769. 


NISSAN VERSA VANETTE. Diesel, M reg, 
32k miles, Ricon rear lift. Seats 5 plus 
wheelchair. £8,500 ono. Tel: (01223) 
504554 (evenings, Cambridge). 


ELAP ROTATING CAR seat for Citroen BX 
4-door. Hardly used. Cost £585, will 
accept £300 ono. Tel: (01406) 422301. 


RENAULT DAY CARAVANETTE. Top class 
conversion by Leisure Drive. P reg, fully 
equipped, rear ramp, winch etc. Only 
10,500 miles. £9,500 ono. Tel: (01789) 
292556. : 


VOLVO, D REG, WITH Elap rotating car 
seat on passenger side and new clutch. 
£1,000 ono. Tel: (01222) 791049. 


FORD ESCORT 1.4, 1996, 10k miles. 
Constables manual carchair front pas- 
senger. Little used, £7,000 ono. Tel: 
(01275) 843114. 


ELAP CAR SEAT that rotates to allow 
transfer to wheelchair. As new, fits Ford 
Fiesta. Can be delivered. £250 ono. Tel: 
(01252) 548719. 


DAIHATSU HIJET MPV. P reg, Universal 
Mobility conversion, 3 seats, wheelchair 
straps and winch, ramp, stereo, alarmed. 
5k miles, excellent condition. £6,200. 
Tel: (01923) 771146 (Herts). 


NISSAN PRAIRIE 2.0 SLX. Brotherwood 
converted, automatic MKII, 1990. 
Standard roof, beautiful condition, 53k 
miles, kept in heated garage. Owner 
purchasing new Brotherwood converted 
vehicle. £11,950, but would consider 
part exchange. Tel: 0115-926 3700 (Notts). 


DAIHATSU HIJET, P REG. Fully converted, 
3 passengers plus 1 wheelchair. Electric 
hoist, twin sunroofs, 12,900 miles, excel- 
lent condition. £7,700. Tel: (01268) 
743366. 


FORD COURIER 1.3. J reg, blue, low 
mileage. Universal conversion, excellent 


condition. £3,700. Tel: 0961-117 393. 


CHAIRMAN KANGOO 1.2. January °99, 
blue, ramp, wheelchair anchor points. 
£11,200 ono. Tel: (01492) 547130. 


FORD ESCORT WITH Constables carchair 
on passenger side. 16v, auto, pas, 8k 
miles, warranty etc. In excellent condi- 


tion. £8,500 ono. Tel: 0171-266 0212. 


RENAULT CAMPER VAN, wheelchair acces- 
sible, R reg, 10k miles, good condition. 
Rear access ramp, swivel front seats. 
Sink, fridge, hob, double bed and portaloo, 
all never used. £10,000 ono. Tel: (01480) 
380788, e-mail: wheelyjo@tesco.net 
(nr Cambridge). 


NISSAN PRAIRIE 1800. D reg, good condi- 
tion, metallic blue, 57k miles. Constables 
electric carchair and hoist passenger side. 


Tel: (01189) 722559. 


FORD ESCORT 1.4 LX with Constables 
chair. White, 2-door, May 1996, record- 
ed 23,952 miles, MOT to May 2000, 
(current value approx £5,000). Constables 
attendant carchair and hydraulic lift has 
new fitted value approx £5,000. For sale 
for £8,000 total. Tel: (01451) 844669 
(between Oxford and Cheltenham). 


MEDIMOTION LOWER BODY exercise unit. 
As new, cost £1,650, will sell for £1,100. 
Tel: 0181-472 8252 (after 6pm). 


STANNAH STAIRLIFT, HARDLY used, 
excellent condition. Fits right side of 
13-step stairs. £750. Tel: (01536) 741537 
(evenings). 


RECLINER ARMCHAIR, ELECTRIC, vec, 
buyer collects. £450. Tel: 0171-727 1431 
(London W2). 


REMOTE CONTROLLED ELECTRIC, adjustable 
bed, 6ft 6in by 3ft 3in. As new, cost 
£2,000, sell for £500. Tel: (01903) 850611. 
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Classified linage advertisements (For Sale adverts only — not for Personal adverts) 


I Please use this form if you are a private individual and want to place a classified advertisement. Write clearly in block capitals. 
| Remember to allow a space between words. Use each space in the line even if you have to split words at the end. 
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i Ads cost £5.50 per line. Send this coupon with your name and address, daytime telephone 


jeune "| 


Continue on a separate sheet if necessary 


1 number and a cheque for the total made payable to Disability Now to: 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW. 


pON reserves the right to edit advertisements if necessary. Completion of this form does not guarantee inclusion in a particular issue. Sorry no refunds. DN is a non-profit making newspaper. 


e-mail: editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 
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EASYBATHE BATH WITH front access, | 
moulded seat and shower curtain. £995 i 
ono. Tel: (01786) 841501 (nr Inverness). 


DRALON RECLINING/LIFTING chair, suit-| 
able for disabled user, perfect condition. 
£300 ono. Tel: (01582) 571035. 


POWER LIFT ARMCHAIR, hardly used. 
Cost £600, will accept £400 ono. Tel: | 
(01844) 212325. 


TERRIER TRICYCLE WITH adjustable back 
support, foot sandals and pulley system. 
£120. Tel: (01389) 758268. i 


TGA TRI-PACER adult trike. 18in wheels, | 
shopping box, as new. £225 ono. Tel:) 
(01270) 624046 (Cheshire). 


ORTHOKINETICS PONY II childs battery| 
operated trike with battery and charger. | 
Vec, £400. Tel: (01942) 811184. 


¢ Assistance required 


CARER NEEDED FOR a 24hr cover, 2 week-| 
ends per month. I am a tetraplegic| 
woman living near Heathrow. Driving) 


licence essential. Tel: (01784) 449579. 


FEMALE PERSONAL ASSISTANT requited:| 
Young lady, 21, with cerebral palsy living 
in Loughton, needs an experienced calla 
worker to help with care and accompa-| 
nying to social events. Aproximately 7 
hours pw, Monday and Thursday. Call 
Sue Hubbard, tel: (01376) 521712. 


COULD YOU HELP assist a young, disabled, 
gay guy with personal care during a| 
weeks’s holiday in the sun (Oct/Nov)? If 
you are 18-35, strong and fit with a gsoh, 
then write to me now. Unwaged, but cost 
of holiday paid for. Box No. 406 


e Accommodation 


TWO-BED GROUNDFLOOR flat for sale in 
Laindon, Essex. Totally disabled friendly. 
Garage, central heating, own garden. 
£44,995. Tel: (01277) 625897 or (01323) 
501492. | 


ACCESSIBLE CARAVAN FOR sale in West 
Wales. 34ft by 10ft, £6,500 ono. For full 
details call Tracy, tel: 0121-764 6222. 


e Wanted 


STAND-UP WHEELCHAIR WANTED. Levo 
Lifestand or similar, 16in to 18in frame. 
Tel: (01222) 624229 (Cardiff). 


Conditions 


Disability Now maintains the right to 
amend or withdraw linage adverts 
without prior notice. All adverts must 
comply with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice. 


Telephone numbers and addresses will 
not be placed in personal adverts, 
instead Box Numbers will be provided. 
Box Numbers cannot be used for the 
sale of documents or goods. 


Linage adverts can only be used 
by private individuals. All commercial 
enquiries must be addressed to the 
Advertising Manager (see imprint on 
page 2). 

DN cannot except responsibility for 


loss or damage of adverts or letters 
during forwarding. 


For personal ads, submit 
about 25 words and send 
a cheque or postal order 
for £6 payable to Disability 
Now with your ad. This is 
to help cover our costs. 


To reply to a personal ad 
indicate the Box Number 
and mark the envelope 
Private and Confidential. 
If you do not it will be 
opened. Send to DN, 
address on page 2. 


Disabilitynow August 1999 


e Recruitment 


Yuwwnon Wiltshire & Swindon Users’ Network 


This is a unique user-led and user-controlled 

organisation with a staff of over 25 whose aim 

+erwor* iS to reach out to users of health, social and 

other services to bring about real change, enhancing their 
quality of life. 


We are looking for an inspiring and committed Network 
Manager to build on excellent progress towards user 
empowerment and to take the organisation forward. 


Full details and application pack available after 6 September 
1999 from the Chair at Wiltshire & Swindon Users’ Network, 
7 Prince Maurice Court, Hambleton Avenue, Devizes, Wilts 
SN10 2RT. 


Chief Executive's Department 


- Abalancing act in Merton - make a difference for disabled people 


Disability Policy Officer 
£23,901 - £25,998 pa inc 


Merton needs someone to deliver sustainable disability 
initiatives and strategies that will lead to improved service 
delivery and more effective personnel practices. The role is key 
to personnel/strategic HR and the Council’s Quality Division, 
having a secondary but important role of supporting the delivery 
of service improvement initiatives. 


It will be a balancing act, advising, making people aware of 
issues and implications, pressing for results, compromising 

and integrating plans with the Council's other strategies. You will 
need to understand the implications of the DDA and have broad 
experience, not necessarily in Local Government but with 
experience of disabilities and the barriers faced by disabled 
people. Whatever your experience you need good interpersonal 
skills, as well as resilience and patience to work within 
constraints and recognise that real change takes time but that 

it can happen in the right circumstances. 


For further information please contact Cliff Stephens on 
0181 545 3379. 


Further details and an application form are available from ~ 

Chief Executive’s Personnel Section, London Borough of Merton, 
Crown House, Civic Centre, London Road, Morden, Surrey 

SM4 5DxX. Tel: 0181 545 4033 (24 hour answerphone) 

or fax 0181 545 3913. Please quote reference CS/DN. 


These details are also available in large print and on tape. 


KA Minicom users only 0181 545 3595. 


Personnel Assistants 


All Directorates. All Locations. 


Exciting changes are taking place in the recruitment and 
development of staff within the BBC, and as a Personnel 
Assistant you would play a vital role in supporting our 
Human Resources managers and their teams. 


Vacancies occur in both programme and non-programme 
making areas of the BBC and opportunities also arise in 
specialist functions such as recruitment or training. 


As well as being the first point of contact for all day-to-day 
personnel queries and implementation of HR processes for 
both staff and managers, you could also find yourself 
working as a member of a personnel project team. 


With at least one year’s experience in HR or administration 
and first-class IT/administrative skills, you will now be 
wanting to extend your established skill-base. 


It is essential that you are highly organised, have a 
methodical approach to work and possess excellent 
communication and interpersonal skills. Ideally you’ll be 
studying for an IPD qualification. Ref. 40869/DI 


Broadcast Journalists 
English Regions 


More than six million viewers tune into the flagship Regional 
BBC One programmes at 6.30pm each weekday, from Look 
North to Spotlight to Newsroom South East. Millions 
more listen to BBC local radio and turn to Ceefax for a 
high quality news service. To ensure we can continue to 
provide the most accurate, up to date and professional news 
coverage we need experienced journalists. _ 


In local radio you'll be involved as a reporter, researcher 
and interviewer and on the bulletins desk you will write 
and read the news. In television you will have the 
Opportunity to assist with all aspects of production 
including, briefing correspondents, reporters and camera 
crews, reporting, editing packages and writing scripts to 
pictures. You will also compile pages for Ceefax and assist 
with sub-titling. 

To work as a Broadcast Journalist in one of our newsrooms 
you must have at least 2 years’ experience working as a 
journalist, ideally coupled with a journalistic qualification. 
You must be able to demonstrate sound editorial 
judgement, good writing skills and the ability to originate 
and develop stories and contribute ideas. 


Classified 31 


If you would like to be a Broadcast Journalist in BBC 
English Regions, you must first be on our database. Jobs 
become available at any time during the year and across 
many locations in England. Ref. 40850/DI 


To find out how to register on our new candidate 
database, you can visit our website at 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/jobs/bbctalent (online 
applications are particularly welcome.) Alternatively, 
email us at onlinetalent@bbc.co.uk, write to BBC 
Talent, PO Box 10670, London W12 8GN or 
telephone 0181 740 0005. Text phone: 0181 225 9878. 
Please quote appropriate ref. and give full name and 
address. 


BBC EXTEND 


Salary: £145 per week. 3 month contracts. Various locations. 


BBC Broadcast and BBC Production are offering work 
placements for people with disabilities throughout the UK. 
The placements, which will be for three months, are 
targeted both at people who have some experience of 
broadcasting and those with genuine enthusiasm and 
ambition to succeed in the industry. We will pay each 
person placed £145 per week and also ensure that 
reasonable costs for access needs are addressed. 


BBC EXTEND is offering a total of 30 paid placements in 
various departments - 20 will be provided by BBC 
Broadcast and 10 will come from BBC Production. The 
programme aims to provide successful applicants with 
valuable experience that will help them to secure 
meaningful future employment within broadcasting. A range 
of jobs is being identified covering positions such as, 
Researchers, Broadcast Assistants, Trainee Asst Producers 
and Librarians. 


The BBC EXTEND scheme is part of the BBC’s 
commitment to reflect the diversity of the UK in its 
workforces and its programmes and is managed by the BBC 
Broadcast Equality Unit. Ref. 41559/DI 


Please contact Andrew Jeffrey, Co-ordinator, at 
BBC North, Barrack Road, Newcastle NE99 2NE 
Tel: 0191 232 1313 fax: 0191 222 0182 Text phone 
0191 232 2172 or email andrew.jeffrey@bbc.co.uk, 
for more information about how to get involved. 


1B] BIC) 


Working for equality of opportunity 


Internet www.jobsgopublic.com 
Closing date: 13th August 1999. fT 
aaa 

merton = 

=> 

moving ahead 


It is the policy of Merton to guarantee an 
eg gg 


interview to all disabled applicants who 
meet the minimum criteria for the post. 


All full-time posts are open for job 
share unless otherwise indicated. 


Merton operates a No-Smoking Policy. 


CREATING EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL 


Disability Now website 


f you advertise jobs, courses, conferences and seminars, you should be making the most of our website. 
It carries sample news and features from the current issue, over 270 links to other useful sites, a. 

guestbook for leaving comments about any disability issue, and an archive of all our news and features 
articles from January ‘97 to April ’99. Our jobs page (within the adverts section) is expanding rapidly because 


advertisers know they can reach their target audience. 


If you want to know how our browsers feel, here are some of their comments, either left on our guestbook or 
e-mailed to us. 


Independent Living London 


Wembley Exhibition Centre 
15-16 September 1999 


> | find the adverts featured in DN invaluable in contacting disabled friendly 
business/services - E-mailed feedback form from DN’s website (name withheld) 


> | would like to congratulate you on your website accidentally found via the Royal 
Association in Aid of Deaf People's website links. Well done on an informative website - 
Dawn Marshall, Newcastle on Tyne 


ADVERTISERS 


An extra 5,000 copies will be printed for 
distribution at the show. 
Reserve your space now. 


DISABILITY NOW 


will be giving FREE copies to all visitors. 
Visit us on Stand 129A. 


> | think it is a superb publication and have never found so much information in 
such a small, compact and interesting publication - E-mailed feedback form from DN’s 
website (name withheld) 


> Good! Very useful site. It’s the only one in which I've found some information ona 
particular topic (adaptations on passenger airlines for disabled people) - Giovanni 
Saccavino, Italy 


> | have been reading ON for several months now and find it very informative. 
There are many things that | have often wondered about and now | can find out. The 
website is great - easy to navigate and really interesting - Rach, Staffordshire 


> _ Disability Now is one of the best disability publications | have ever read, it gives you 
news on every subject you could think of. Thank you. - E-mailed feedback form from 
DN’s website (name withheld) 


http://www.disabilitynow.org.uk 


To book your advertising contact 
Richard Gresham, tel: 0171-619 7336 
Patrick Durham-Matthews, tel: 0171-619 7320 
Fax: 0171-619 7331 
Minicom: 0171-619 7332 
E-mail: editor @ disabilitynow.org.uk 


e-mail: editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 
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e Recruitment 


ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR DISABLED PEOPLE IN ACDET 


ADVISORY COMMITTEE for 
DISABLED PEOPLE in 
EMPLOYMENT and TRAINING 


website 
adverts 


EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING 


The Secretary of State for Education and Employment invites applications for the post of Committee Member to represent the interests of disabled 
people. The position is unpaid. | , 
ACDET is an Advisory Body sponsored by the Department for Education and Employment. Members are disabled people, employers, and representatives of 
trade unions and disability organisations. It advises Ministers and officials on: 


All the recruitment, @ securing equality of participation in employment, self employment and training opportunities for disabled people, in particular those with significant 
conference, seminar and impairments; 
course adverts in Disability @ recruitment, promotion and retention of disabled employees and support services covering their employment, self employment, careers advice and 
training; 
the DN 
NCH ae is 2 pas @ research on programmes and services; 
ese. ; the effectiveness of DfEE funded labour market interventions for helping disabled people. 


However, if you have 
missed the print deadline, 
you can still go on the 
website for a small fee. 
The advert will normally 
appear on-line on the 
same day. 


The COMMITTEE MEMBER will: 
provide a disabled person's perspective on the work of the Committee. 
APPLICANTS should have: 
e personal experience of disability or a voluntary/disability organisation background; 
@. credibility with organisations of and for disabled people; 
@ proven knowledge, interest and commitment to promoting effective employment and training opportunities for disabled people; 
e ability and willingness to undertake public engagements; 
So, if you want to take @ good interpersonal and communication skills. 


advantage of DN’s Committee Member posts are unpaid but relevant expenses will be paid. The successful candidate will be appointed for 3 years and attend 4 - 5 
on-line adverts page, call meetings a year. They may be expected to attend additional meetings and events in any year. 


Richard Gresham, For further information and application details, please send a postcard bearing your name/address and reference “ACDET” to: 
Advertising Manager: Jon Lynch, DfEE, Level 5, Caxton House, 6-12 Tothill Street, London SW1H SNA or to email address: pba.team@dfee .gov.uk 


tel: 0171-619 7336 The information pack is available in hard copy, Braille or disc. Please state your preference when applying. 


. fax: 01 is, LISS The closing date is: 25 August 1999 : f fEE) 
: a4 aS ae 
panic: 0 THE DEPARTMENT FOR EDUCATION AND EMPLOYMENT IS COMMITTED TO MAKING APPOINTMENTS ON MERIT BY _ Department for 
FAIR AND OPEN PROCESSES, TAKING ACCOUNT OF EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES INVESTOR IN PEOPLE Education and Employment 


e For sale 


e Courses 


scooters and people into cars... 


WE HAVE 
THE ANSWER! 


Freephone 
0800 214045 


for brochure 


TEMPORARY BENEFIT CLERICAL 
OFFICERS (12 MONTH CONTRACTS) 9 University 


Qualify in Disability and 
Employment 


£11,106 - £12,663 
Various City Wide Locations 


You will provide broad clerical support within a team of staff dealing with benefit 
claims for Housing Benefit, Council Tax Benefit and Free School Meals. 


City University gives you opportunities to study aspects of disability and - 
employment at different levels: 


New Range of easy 
to fold Wheelchairs 
and Scooters - 
New Towbar 
Mounted Platform Lift 


weww.sutochair.co.uk 


Duties include dealing with incoming/outgoing post, filing, looking at/updating 
computer based records, obtaining information by letter and answering 
telephone enquiries from members of the public. 


Distance Learning Certificate 


The open learning Certificate in Disability Management at Work is available to 
everyone interested in improving work opportunities for disabled people, and 
can lead to a Diploma/MSc. 


Complete in six months, starting in January, June or September. 


You must have experience of general office work and have good verbal/written 
communication and interpersonal skills. 


Further details and application form from Central Personnel and Training Section, 
Room 229, The Council House, Birmingham B3 3AB. Tel: 0121 303 2072 
(24 hour answering service) Minicom Line: 0121 303 3827 (Minicom users only). 


Quote Ref No: BCO/230. 
Closing date: 13 August 1999. 


Autocha# Lid Milford Lane Bakewell DESS 1DX 


Taught Courses 


The MSc/Diploma in Disability Management in Work and Rehabilitation 
can be studied at the University on one or two days a week by those with a 
relevant qualification or work experience. Complete in one or two years, 
starting in October. 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 
VEHICLES 


50 the 


Selection of one owner, SY aot CHrrminsham City Council SO < A few partial bursaries and scholarships are available for the MSc or Diploma. 
j j (:(2ES):) s~/s Disabled 1 articularly wel t ly. 
low mileage, available ey Y WV isabled people are particularly welcome to apply. 


from £5,250 - £7,500 
Details (01634) 243596 


We welcome applications from all sections of the community, irrespective of race, colour, gender, 
Sexuality or disability. Job sharers welcome, no partner necessary. 


This Programme is sponsored by The Post Office and the Ian Karten Trust 


SLL EES YE GE ES IO 


Find out more by contacting Brenda, Jonathan or Duncan at: Rehabilitation 
Resource Centre, City University, Northampton Square, London EC1V OHB. 
Tel: 0171 477 8378. Fax: 0171 477 8356, E-mail: RRC@city.ac.uk 


¢ For sale 


STAIRLIFTS 
Reconditioned stairlifts 
fitted from £850. 
Guaranteed. 
For details call 01323 508 006 


THE UNIVERSITY FOR BUSINESS AND THE PROFESSIONS 
Powerchairs Mobility Consultants 
New and Nearly New, Electric Wheelchairs; 
3 and 4 Wheel Scooters. 

All models wanted and for sale. 
Ring Free anytime 


0500 357 496 


All major credit cards accepted 


Polartec fleece 
and ankle socks. 
Details from Island Glen. 
Tel: (01253) 838880. 


ee 
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Porcretir TO ADVERTISE 


DLF provides a wide range of training your vacancies, 
cOunses MaCienEte seminars, conferences 


U.S. VANS ARE BETTER DEALS 


VanFare, USA is a tetraplegic owned company 
specialising in new and previously owned 
adapted mini or full size vans for disabled 
driver, passenger or group transport. 

Contact: VanFare, USA 11 School St., Essex, 


PRE-OWNED & DEMONSTRATOR WAV’S FOR SALE 


Mercedes Vito 2.3, diesel, 1998 R, turquoise, 17k miles. Wheelchair pass’ sits alongside 
driver. Lowered rear floor access, Portaramp, 2 M1 tested. Tip up forward facing rear 


Disability Discrimination Act part IT 


_~ 01929 USA seats. Many extras £16,950 — disabled people’s rights of access to oat courses contact P| 
Begs IAEA ea Chairman Escort 1.3, petrol, 1993 L, fsh, red. Lowering suspension and lowered floor goods and'services. Richard Gresham or 
E-mail: vanfare@tiac.net 4 £6,995 The Law & Practice 0 Patrick Durham- 
http://www.tlac.net/users/vanfare Renault Extra 1.9, diesel, 1997 R, white, 20k miles. Lowered floor, lightweight vision Poupment poe : a 
style ramp, new conversion £8,695 aniepeee ee Matthews at Disability 
Renault Extra 1.6, diesel, 1993 L, 35k miles, white. Economical WAV £4,995 eee eee ok eee Now, 6 Market Road 
COTSWOLD COTS Skoda Cube 1.3, petrol, 1997 R, only 2k miles, white. Lowered floor, lightweight vision — homersatery aictneelderk ‘ ‘ 
Roar : style ramp, new conversion. Big saving on new price at £10,995 For further information please London N7 9PW, or 
Build Cots and Beds for Adults and Citroen Berlingo 1.9, diesel, 1997 P, pas, white. Lowered floor, lightweight vision style contact DLF training on tel: 0171-619 7336, 
Children with Special Need: ramp, new conversion £11,895 : 
= a aa a 7 os : ess fa poked be bap 1997 P, 24k miles, metallic silver. Central locking, electric front 0171-289 6111 tel: 0171-619 7320, 
e Design And Build Any windows, lowered floor, lightweight vision style ramp, new conversion £12,595 +s : fax: 0171-619 7331, 
Cot or Bed You Need. VW Caravelle SWB 2.5, petrol injection, automatic, 1997 P. Not converted yet so can eee sere : 
aes Si be built to your specification. Possibilities: ramp or lift, 6-way seat, and hand controls Fax: 0171-266 2922 minicom: 0171-619 7332. 
ctS Extra Strong Playpens. “ u ’ ; 
poo" Extra Large Stairgates. etc. Versatile WAV : £POA E-mail: difinfo@dlf.org.uk 
new Paced Padded Ptay:A hac, Ford Galaxy Aspen 1.9 TDi, 1997 P, red, 4 Passengers, driver & wheelchair. Lowered 


rear access, lightweight vision style ramp, new conversion £15,795 
All the above vehicles come with our Comprehensive Used Vehicle Warranty 


95 Bonnygate, Cupar, Fife KY15 4LG 
aglene agles Tel: (01334) 657722, fax: (01334) 657711 


High Quality Fair prices 
Information Phone 01993 842885 


Disability Now is not responsible for claims made in the advertisements it prints 
and all readers are advised to check claims with the advertisers before relying 
on them. 
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Continued on page 33 


Classified 33 
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Redbridge Disability Association (ReDA) 


Payroll and Administration Worker 
Scale 6 SCP 28 
£10,391 for 21 hours per week 


We wish to appoint an enthusiastic and well organised person 
as Payroll and Administration Worker for the Independent Living 
Scheme, which provides support for disabled people who 
employ their own personal assistants. This post is an exciting 
opportunity to establish a payroll service for users. 


You will provide administrative support to the Scheme and 
maintain the payroll service. You must be computer literate, and 
have knowledge of databases, spreadsheets and good word 
processing skills. You must have a thorough understanding of 
office routines and be able to work to a deadline. 


This is a 3 year contract. 


For an application pack contact: 
Redbridge Disability Association 
98-100 Ilford Lane 

Ilford, Essex 

IG1 2LD 

Tel: 0181 514 2565 

Fax: 0181 514 2515 
Minicom: 0181 514 5686 


S 


Closing date: Friday 27 August 1999. LOTTERY 
CHARITIES 
Funded by the National Lottery Charities Board. BOARD 


LEEDS 


CITY COUNCIL 


SOCIAL SERVICES 


Leeds Centre for Integrated Living, Amley Grange Drive, Leeds LS12 3GQ. 
MANAGER (Ref: RDC 952). 
SCP 34 £21,549, 37 hours. 


Leeds Centre for Integrated Living (LCIL) is a new initiative established jointly 
between Leeds Social Services and an Executive Committee of disabled people. 
There is commitment towards the centre having independent status by 2001. 
LCIL enables disabled people to challenge and break the barriers that prevent 
them from participating in everyday life. The centre provides services developed 
by disabled people, for disabled people. It assists disabled people in Leeds to 
take control of their own lives, to live where they want, how they want and with 
whom they choose. 


We want to employ a disabled person with the skills, commitment and vision to: 


be responsible for the strategic management of the centre. 

work in conjunction with the Management Committee to ensure the 
implementation of ethos into practice. 

manage budgets and work towards securing funding. 

take responsibility for supervision, support and training of staff. 

promote principles of empowerment, choice and social model of disability. 


In accordance with LCIL Policy and Service Delivery Needs, it is an essential 
requirement that the person appointed is disabled. . 


The Department is committed to training and developing its staff. 


Applications welcome from all, irrespective of gender, race, marital status, age 
or whether lesbian or gay. 


We are able to offer you supervision, induction, a staff development scheme and 
a relocation package. 


For further information contact Leeds Centre for Integrated Living on Leeds 
(0113) 214 3599. 

For application forms and job outlines please ring our answerphone service 
(24 hours) on Leeds (0113) 247 7965, minicom (0113) 247 8769 or apply in writing 


enclosing a large self addressed envelope to Director of Social Services, 
Selectapost 9, 110 Merrion Centre, Leeds LS2 8QB. 


CLOSING DATE: 26 AUGUST 1999. 
“WORKING TOWARDS EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY” 
The City Council has a no smoking policy. 
FULL-TIME POST(S) SUITABLE FOR JOB SHARING 


Disability, Pregnancy & Parenthood 


National Information Service 


Part-time Information Officer, 17.5 hours per week 
required for Nov 99. Salary £19,194 pro rata + ILW 


What the work entails 

In-depth individually tailored response given to disabled parents, 
professional workers, planners and other organisations. 
Researching information sources, collating and updating. Desktop 
| publishing of DPPi journal and production of information sheets. 


Who is invited to apply? 

Disabled parents or others with experience and sensitive awareness 

of the issues facing disabled parents, and possessing: 

* IT competence including desktop publishing (currently PageMaker) 

¢ Excellent oral and written communication skills 

¢ Enthusiasm and commitment 

* Ability to be self-starting and to work well with other staff and 
volunteers. 


For application packs (standard, large print, tape) send a ) 
large SAE (39p) to office administrator at: DPPi, 5th 


Floor, 45 Beech Street, London EC2P 2LX. NATIONAL 
Closing date for application 16 August 1999. BOARD 


B NICHI (Bromley Association of 
) People with Disabilities) 
Association Development Officer 
circa £15,000, 41 hrs inc. lunch hour 
BATH is a well established association of disabled people. With over 70 


groups belonging to our Association we are seeking to employ someone 
who can develop and further our links with our members. 


The successful applicant will have knowledge and understanding of the 
social model of disability and the voluntary, statutory and health sectors. 
They must have IT and information gathering experience. 


If you feel you have the enthusiasm and commitment to meet this 
challenging role BATH would like to hear from you. 


We offer a supportive team environment working from accessible premises. 


Closing date for receipt of completed applications; 20 August 1999. 
Interviews will be held during the first week of September 1999. 


BATH is an equal opportunities employer. Further details and application 
pack, in print, large print, Braille or on tape, are available by contacting: 
BATH, Lewis House, 30 Beckenham Road, Beckenham, Kent BR3 4LS, 
tel:0208-663 3345 (voice and minicom), fax: 0208-663 1442, 

e-mail: bath.bromley@virgin.net 


BATH is positive about people with disabilities “Os pye 


£19,194 - £20,946 
(+7.5% irregular hours allowance) 
Based at Charleston Centre i 


GD 


Renfrewshire 
Council 


THE SCOTTISH ARTS COUNCIL 
a Gs. 
National Lottery Fund 


Clothing Forum Development Officer £17,500pa 


Highly motivated? Able to liaise confidently at all levels? Experience of disability 
equality issues essential. Marketing/ sales development would be an asset. 


Working with the Chief Executive and a small team based in Nottingham, and 
Bradford, you will be responsible for developing the existing Clothing Forum 
(a group of people representing fashion retailers and disabled customers) to 
gather views throughout the UK, particularly Wales and England. You will also 
be promoting our income generating services within the fashion industry. 


awear, a national organisation of disabled people and fashion professionals 
seeks to ensure disabled people have access to fashionable clothes of their 
choice. We have exciting plans. Join us in making them happen. 


Could be home based with regular travel and office contact. This post is open to 
job share. Phone for an application pack on 0115-953 0439. 


awear particularly welcomes applications from disabled people. A 
= 


aWCal elem 


Deadlines for the September issue of DN: 


Booking deadline is 13 August 
Copy deadline is 17 August 


ORLANDO, FLORIDA 


HOME WITH A HEART FOR 
DISABLED TRAVELLERS! 


SPACIOUS, LUXURY, ADAPTED BUNGALOW 
SITUATED ON GOLF COURSE. 

3 DOUBLE BEDROOMS, 2 BATHROOMS 
(MANGAR BATHLIFT INSTALLED), 
CABLE TV, FREE LOCAL TELEPHONE CALLS, 
FREE COUNTRY CLUB MEMBERSHIP. 

24 HR 'ON CALL' MANAGEMENT COMPANY. 
15 mins ORLANDO AIRPORT. 20 mins DISNEY. 
PARAPLEGIC OWNER. 


SUE FISHER, 5 PARK LANE, 
BROUGHTON PARK, SALFORD M7 4HT. 
TEL/FAX: 0161 792 3029 


BOOK NOW TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 


ASHWELLTHORPE HALL HOTEL 
NEAR NORWICH, NORFOLK 


Beautiful Elizabethan manor house in 11 acres 
of natural grounds. Wheelchair accessible 
throughout. Electric hoists etc. Minibus. 
Aug/Sept special from only £195 pw 
Call 01508 489324 


LLETY MIERI 

LLANDEILO, WEST WALES 
3 charming award-winning cottages, designed for 
wheelchair users and their families. Peaceful rural 
location overlooked by Dinefwr Castle. Each warm 
and well equipped cottage sleeps 4. Extensive grounds 
and games room. Open all year. Short breaks 
available. Tel: Catherine McLoughlin (01558 823 059) 
for brochure. 


PENROSE BURDEN NORTH CORNWALL 
“Holiday Care Award Winners” 
Holiday Cottages designed for wheelchair users 
and their families. Rural setting with superb 
views. Dogs welcome. Wood burming stoves 
and daily meal service. 

Please ring or write for colour brochure. 
R&N Hall, Penrose Burden, 

St Breward, Bodmin, Cornwall 
PL30 4LZ. Telephone Bodmin 
(01208) 850277 or 850617 


Self Catering villas and 
cottages, hotels, B&B, car 
pel ez hire with hand controls, 
~~ adapted vans, etc. Scuba 
é ”= Diving courses and other 
ALGP sporting and leisure facilities. 


David Player, Wheeling Around The Algarve 
Tel: 00 351 89 393636 Fax: 00 351 89 397448 
E-mail: dave@player.pt Website: http://www.player.pt 


JUBILEE LODGE — Essex 


Purpose built holiday centre. Epping Forest, 
Cambridge. Southend nearby. 26 sing} i 
rooms, 5 twin rooms. CTV. Motorized hoists. 
Bar. Conservatory. Coffee lounge. 
Visits/entertainment included. Help buttons. 
Nurses/volunteer support. Social Services 
registered. From £255 pw. For brochure call: 
0171 833 4579 ext. 132 


EILDON HOLIDAY COTTAGES 
MELROSE, SCOTTISH BORDERS 
HOLIDAY CARE SERVICE UK WINNER 
Five category 1 self-catering holiday 
cottages in magnificent setting 
overlooking Tweed valley. 

Two cottages have overhead hoists 
Scottish Tourist Board 4 stars. 
For colour brochure please contact: 
JILL HART, DINGLETON MAINS, 
MELROSE TD6 9HS 


TEL/FAX 01896 823258 
http:/www.aboutscotland.co.uk/eildon/cottages.html 


GALWAY BAY — REPUBLIC OF IRELAND 


Brandy Harbour cottage apartments. 2 luxury 2-bed 
apartments. One wheelchair accessible, on sea 
front in scenic area. 20 mins from city of Galway. 
Ideal for touring the West of Ireland. 

Irish Tourist Board 3 Star. 


Tel: 00 35391 796491 


ODDICOMBE HALL HOTEL 
Provides an excellent holiday for the disabled 
person and their family. We have full disabled 
facilities and are able to cater for organised 
parties. All wheelchair accessible rooms open on 
to a private garden with conservatory and have 
breathtaking sea views. Private car park with 
unloading at entrance to the hotel. Open all year. 
Why not escape and relax at delightful 
Babbacombe, Torquay? Category 2. 
Special 3-4 day breaks Nov-April. Discount for 
group bookings. Tel: (01803) 313457. 


Brittany Cottage to let. Fully 
adapted for wheelchair use. Good 
access to beaches. Sleeps up to 6. 
Details C. Hodgson. 
Tel (01924) 454300. 


5 Star self catering cottages on animal park in 
North Wales. Fully wheelchair accessible with 
all services for disabled people, 2 miles from 
the beach. Three quaters hour drive from 
Snowdonia National Park. 01407 711433. 


Continued on page 34 
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An exciting opportunity for helping to 
develop a small business in 
Hertfordshire exists for a well 
motivated and enthusiastic person. 


+ 


You will be helping a young disabled 
man to run his business he has started 
in the field of disability. You will need to 
provide personal care but training will 
be given. 


imagine the ‘board is equal opportunities issues. 


8 
& ® ? * 


The salary is in the range of £13,500. 

So if you are wanting: 

© to develop your office skills 

© to help develop a business 

© to travel around the country 

© to develop your awareness of disability. 

Please phone for an application form 

and job description 


01438 813658 


. 


|e TT 
Expanding international company 
looking for people to work from 
home — full-time/part-time. 
Good earning potential. 


Call ©1255 479345 


Disability Now is not responsible for 
claims made in the advertisements it 
prints and all readers are advised to 
check claims with the advertisers 
before relying on them. 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 
HOLIDAY COTTAGE IN RURAL FRANCE 


& 
* = &» 


Charming cottage in Dordogne region available 
for rent. Reasonable rates. If you are looking for 
peace and quiet, warm weather, good food and 
wine, this is the place for you. 
Book now for 1999. 
For more information tel: 0181 885 4971 evenings. 


The darts are people’s attempts t manage them: 


«* bad = > 


* = * 


* e 7 
SHOREFIELD COUNTRY PARK 
Downton, Hampshire: 
Award winning coastal site with 
indoor/outdoor pools; sports/leisure 
facilities; restaurants and bars. 
Wheelchair accessible, fully equipped 
1/2 bedroom chalets, sleep 4-6. 
Call: K. Pepper on 01590 642866 
New Forest Mencap Charity No. 1038962. 


and the holes are the ones in their thinking. 


* * 


At Northamptonshire we are launching one of the most progressive Equalities initiatives in the Country. We are challenging conventional approaches, improving community 
consultation, promoting cultural and social awareness, and working in collective partnership with other stakeholders to explore alternative and joined-up ways of dealing with 
equality and social justice issues. 


Blagdon Farm Country Holidays 
Devon/Cornwall border 
Superb, south-facing, wheelchair accessible 
luxury bungalows overlooking lake and set 
within 38 acres of glorious countryside. Many 
on-site facilities including indoor heated pool. 
Take-away meals delivered and equipment loan 
available. Tourist Board Highly Commended. 
For colour brochure please contact: 
Pauline and Tony Blight, Blagdon Farm, 
Ashwater, Beaworthy, Devon EX21 5DF. 
Phone: 01409 211509. Fax 01409 211510. 


plus package 
You will provide strategic leadership in developing and implementing Equality issues by: plus package 
Effectively managing the Equality Team. You will ensure the effective development and implementation of Equality Policies by: 
Grasping the Local Government Agenda. Specialising in race, gender or disability. 
Working closely with Elected Members, Senior Managers and external organisations Demonstrating generalist experience in the range of diversity issues such as sexuality. 
in developing and enhancing Equality Policies. Effective communication in liaising with Directorates and community forums. 
Influencing, monitoring and reviewing Equality Policies and Action Plan. Experience policy, research or project work. 
Outstanding management skills and the ability to influence opinion at all levels The empathy will be on policy, project and team work. 


HOLIDAY COTTAGE SOUTH 
WEST WALES 


Swn y Gwynt (Sound of the Wind). 
With a solid background in the development and implementation of Equalities Policies and Strategies, you will need 5 dragon WTB rating. 
excellent communication skills and the ability to work effectively across departmental and organisational boundaries. Grade 1 access rating 
Built specifically for people with 
. : ee - ‘ disabilities. Suit up to 4 people, 
ary Northamptonshire For further details and an application form please telephone Manjit Sohal on 01604 237315 or write to including two in i cle ae 
c-) 


Resources Personnel, PO Box 93, County Hall, Northampton, NN1 IAN. e-mail: msohal@northamptonshire.gov.uk views; good touring centre; easy 


County Council Closing date is 6th August, 1999. 


parking. Reasonable inclusive rates. As 
good a place as you'll find anywhere. 


Telephone Griew on 01267 237261 


¢ Personal 


Find-A-Friend 


“Anybody - Any Age - Anywhere 
Able-bodied or Disabled 
Choose Your Own Ideal Relationship 


Action and Rights 


of Disabled People in Newham 


ARTSLINE, London’s informati oS 
and advice sevice foral | AMER SERIES 


are seeking to appoint a disabled person as an SOD OA PEOPIC ON UTS ANA RNS RESLSN RI SN MUTUAL ESSENTIAL LINKS 
Administrative Worker appoint a: en Siieet ee 
25 hours per week, scale 5.22, salary £10,846 inc LW. DEVELOPMENT /D.E.T. OFFICER Tel/Fax: (24 be UK 01606 49093 
: b to be responsible for the development of ARTSLINE’s project Overseas + 1606 59025 
This post is funded by the National Lottery Charities pole okey wie hs ES projects, 
Board until March 2000. Action and Rights are striving PN BR Eee ah 3 mee aah ee Training Service 
to be an equal opportunities employer. Poles sslensass For disabled 
Closing date: Friday 20 August 1999 : days per week Salary: £17,200 per annum. té people — able 
Bee ; / o obtai icati i 
Please request an application form, enclosing a large es pila. it OpRic oon tea and further details of this post, bodied welcome 
self-addressed envelope, from: : Tel: 01473 226950 
' ; Roger Robinson - Director, ARTSLINE, 54 Charlton Street, London Fax: 01473 254030 
pecan Rights of Disabled P ole NGwh NW1 IHS, tel: 0171-388 2460. New era, new logo, 50 weddings on. 
eo in Newnam Deadline for applicati - Wed To find out more about Handidate 
c/o Community Links ) pplications: We nesday 11 August 1999. sts, ohene dame an wld 
105 Barking Road NATIONAL ARTSLINE Is an equal opportunities employer. Freepost, Handidate, The Wellington Centre, 
Canning Town LOTTERY ARTSLINE is funded by Camden Council, London Borough Grants, Sa Nes ie ree ee ae 
London E16 4HQ aah London Arts Board and local authorities. ite san eran ataie 


Disabilitynow August 1999 


le 


Comfort is on the 
agenda for DN’s 
special offers this 
»month — we have 
~something for your 
posture and your 
‘feet. Read on for 
‘the chance to win 
/some woncertul 
prizes 


hanks to Scandinavian 
Mobility we have an 
RoHo AirLite cushion, 


worth £105, to give away. 
Perfect for people who have 
to sit for prolonged periods of 
time, the cushion comes in 
various sizes for wheelchairs, car 
seats or household/office chairs. 
The AirLite cushion has 
several special features: a 


7 


Freedom and 
Mobility with 


Wow there's no need to dread 
_ that car journey. Let ELAP 

__ transform your life by providing 
_ the freedom and mobility our 
rotating car seat promises. 

@ Simply replaces your 
original car seat 


| e Specifically designed for 
2 or 4 door vehicles 


® Easy to install 


@ Original seat may be 
refitted when required 


MAKES ENTERING AND 
LEAVING YOUR CAR EASY! 


~ENGINEERING ELAP 


AMITED Dept DN — THE ROTATING CAR SEAT PEOPLE 


Accrington, Lancashire BB5 1|QG 
jail: mail@elap.co.uk Web: www.elap.co.uk 


~ELAP 


CANA! Dex we 


MANUFACTURERS OF HIGH QUALITY COMFORT WHEELCHAIRS 
1 CLIFTON ROAD * HALESOWEN * WEST MIDLANDS ° B62 9HB 
TEL: 0121 561 1015 Fax: 0121 602 2889 


* Extreme comfort 
¢ Excellent posture support 
* Power driven/Self-propelling 
* Tilt ’n space powered 
or manual 
¢ Fully reclining back rest 
* Elevating leg rests 
* Paediatric and adult sizes 
¢ Built in pressure relief 
* Tailored to your 
requirements 
¢ Full range of adaptations 
¢ Pommel, therasic support 
headrests 


All you will ever need from a wheelchair, 
guaranteed. 


Freephone: 0800 056 8759 


Fm mw eee eee eee eee 


: L] Please send me a full information pack 


I Please call me to arrange a free home demonstration 


; Name: Address: 


Telephone No.: 
DN8/99 I 


Are you sitting comfortably? 


contoured foam body for extra 
support to the thighs and more 
room for the pelvis, ensuring a 
better posture; an air insert pad 
at the rear to help spread 
weight and relieve pressure; a 
neoprene rubber base to 
prevent it from slipping; and a 
fluid resistant fabric that makes 
it easy to clean. 

If you aren’t the lucky 
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winner, you 
can still order 
the AirLite 
cushions, tel: 
(01536) 267660, fax: 
(01536) 402507. 

To enter, send a 
postcard, marked AirLite, 
to DN at the address on page 2. 
Supply your name and address, 
and having measured the inside 


dimensions 
of your chair, write 
down the nearest size from the 
following list: 16x16in, 
18x16in, 18x18in, 20x18in. 


Treat your feet to a fitted feel 


feet you’ll be using them, so 

here are some great 
shoes that will keep 
you comfortable all 
day long. 

Thanks to 
Softerfit, DN 
has three pairs 
of wide-fitting 
soft footwear to give away to 
three lucky readers. 

These shoes are ideal for 
people with swollen or painful 
feet and are highly adjustable 
to make them easier to put on 
and take off. 

Softerfit produce a whole 
range of shoes in different 
styles, available in various 


I: you’ re not resting your 


materials and patterns. and deep — ideal for Z 


Readers are able to swollen or 
choose from the following bandaged feet. ¢ 
three styles, which all start | The Derby 


is also for 
indoor/ 
outdoor 


at 3E width fitting: 
Litchfield Brown Leather 
(left) worth £33-£35 
depending on size; Oxford 
Regal Print slipper (centre) 
worth £22-£23 which 
has an extra deep 
fitting; or Derby 
Beige Vinyl (right) 
worth £21-£22. 
The Litchfield 
has a stitched 
bellows tongue 
for more adjustment and is 
suitable for indoor and outdoor 
use. The Oxford is extra wide 


use, and comes with a velcro 
fastening — so no more 
fiddly laces! 

If you don’t win you 
can still order a catalogue 
from Softerfit Ltd, 2-4 
Cross Green Lane, 
Halton, Leeds LS15 7QX. 
To enter, send a postcard 
with your name, address and 
standard shoe size, to 
Disability Now at the address 
on page 2. 


Terms and conditions 
e Closing date is 27/9/99 e Entrants must be over 18 ¢ No proof of purchase required e UK entrants only 


e No cash alternatives e Winners notified by post e DN reserves the right to use winners for future 
publicity e Editor’s decision is final e Special offers not open to DN staff or associates 


DisabilityNow 


'Subscription 


form 


0171-619 7317. 


Multiple copy rates are as follows: 
I, copies £44, 3 copies £66, 
14 copies £80, 5 copies £100, 
yo copies £120, 7 copies £140, 

8 copies £160, 9 copies £180, 


: 10-50 copies £200, 
151-100 copies £225, 
4 101-150 copies £250. 


One year (12 issues) only 


SS ee 


To subscribe, fill in this form 
and return it with a cheque 
(payable to Disability Now) 
to: Disability Now, 6 Market 
Road, London N7 9PW, 

or alternatively phone our 
subscriptions hotline, on 


Individual at home address -£16 (12 issues) 
£31 (24 issues) 
Professional/organisation -£25 (12 issues) 


£49 (24 issues) 


ele = lees 


Overseas (airmail) -£30 (12 issues) 


Those on means-tested benefits FREE 

income support, housing benefit, council tax exemption, 
disability working allowance, job seekers allowance 

(please include proof of entitlement — the name of the claimer, proof of 
the claimer and the benefit type) 


| would like to make a donation of 


Where did you read this copy of DN? 


Name 


Signature 
Address 


Postcode DN/8/99 


AB NSE eo Sey ee, ee 
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